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PAPER VIEWS ELECTION OF LABOR PARTY IN AUSTRALIA 


BKO80107 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 8 Mar 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "No Big Foreign Policy Change in Australia Likely"] 


[Text] Both the Australian and the West German elections have gone 
according to the prediction of pollsters, but it is only natural we are 
more interested in what has happened down under. It is not just a question 
of geographic proximity but it is also the fact while the Germans preferred 
to carry on with their right-centre coalition as before, the Australians 
decided to dump Malcolm Fraser and elected the Labour Party under Bob Hawke, 
who will be that country's next prime minister. 


The last time the Australians decided to elect a Labour government under 
Gough Whitlam, they were not very successful and the Labour tenure was 
acutely short. As we have high reverence for the ballot box, we are sure 
that Australians have elected for themselves a government which they want. 
But it is not the same when we look at it from Bangkok. There have been 
some election promises made that have not been very palatable to Thailand 
or to fellow-members of ASEAN. 


It won't be disastrous but it would certainly cool Australian-ASEAN rela- 
tions, if the Labour government of Australia attempts to keep some of the 
"promises" it made during the campaign. But of course there is always 
"many a slip between the cup and the lip" by which we mean that campaign 
promises made during the heat of electioneering, especially regarding 
foreign policy, tend to be put on the backburner. 


we are particularly referring to two points that are close to ASEAN line 

of thinking. One is that Australia would opt for a vacant seat in the 
United Nations for Kampuchea (Hawke has not said that he would like his 
country to join the Non-Aligned Movement) and, second, it will start 

giving aid to Vietnam. The first point about seating Democratic Kampuchea 
can be dismissed easily since Australia has abstained in the UN General 
Assembly vote. But Australia did vote at the UNGA positively on the resolu- 
tion urging Vietnamese troops to leave Kampuchea. We doubt very much that 
the Australian Labour government would vote for the continuation of the 
occupation of Kampuchea by Vietnamese troops. 











The second point is more tenuous but that again can be dismissed from our 
reckoning as unimportant. Apart from the Soviet bloc, both India and 
France are giving aid to Vietnam but compared to the $3 million a day 
which the Soviet Union is spending on Vietnam and the Kampuchean occupa- 
tion, the Indian and French aid are just peanuts. Nobody should get 
excited if Australia provides more peanuts. 


The Socialist government of France under Francois Mitterrand is having so 
much trouble with its domestic economy, that foreign aid is more polit- 
ically motivated than anything else. The amount of aid which France is 
giving Vietnam is neither going to help her reconstruction nor going to 
ease the burden of the Soviet Union. India's aid to Vietnam is perhaps 
much less in quantity and quality compared to France. 


So there is nothing much to worry about Australia giving aid to Vietnam. 
The Labour Party has to look to its domestic reforms first and when a trade 
union leader takes over the reins of power, it will be the same as creating 
a welfare state which will have more problems internally so much so foreign 
aid to Vietnam will have to be token--the big "if" being whether, when the 
domestic programmes of injecting 1,500 million Australian dollars into the 
economy creating unknown rates of inflation, that country will be in a 
position to provide a trickle of aid to Vietnam. 


It was only about three decades ago that Australia realized that she had 
to break away from the apron strings of Britain and think realistically 
about her geographic location vis-a-vis Asia. Further, we think, that the 
Labour Party is more interested in domestic affairs than in foreign affairs 
and that will be so at least for the next year. Welfare states are inward 
looking and we can expect that from Bob Hawke's government as long as it 


lasts. 


CSO: 4200/418 











THAILAND 


"VOFA' COMMENTS ON HENG SAMRIN REGIME, SRV ROLE 
BKO41305 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 3 Mar 83 


[Station commentary: "The Worst of Times in Kampuchea”] 


[Text] It has been the worst of times since the Christmas of 1978 when 
about 200,000 Vietnamese aggressors kicked off their biggest invasion into 
Kampuchea. For the victimized Kampucheans, the days have since been so dark 
even without the fall of the night. Their lives, of course, woujMwgever be 
the same, but filled with the worst of nightmares. To them, family life 
became a rare experience as fathers, if not killed, would be out there 
somewhere in the battlefield fighting for an insane war, while mothers 

might be precariously braving their lives through hundreds of kilometers 

of land filled with landmines and booby traps to get some tiny handouts of 
food for their starving children so as to survive in the war-torn country. 


Under the thick air loomed over the doomed Kampuchea [as heard] lies 
another tragedy in Phnom Penh where the Vietnamese-installed Heng Samrin 
has pushed on to uphold its claim of being a true representative of 
Kampuchean citizens. Worse of the worst, it has shown no virtue required 
of a good country ruler, and when condemned by the UN Human Rights Com- 
mission's resolution for the recent Vietnamese attack on a Khmer refugee 
camp, the Heng Samrin regime came forward to literally defend their Viet- 
namese masters at the expense of its Khmer fellow countrymen. Painfully, 
Vietnam's execution of hundreds of Kampucheans who sought for peaceful 
refuge at Nong Chan camp along the Kampuchean border was somehow blessed 
as it was a fundamental and sacred right. Obviously filled with so much 
bad faith, the Phnom Penh authorities labeled their Khmer compatriots as 
enemies but praised the Vietnamese invaders and occupants as comrades in 
arms. Yet amid the time of darkness and sadness, it has always been com- 
mendable moment [as heard] as the world has never once fallen blind to the 
genuine reality prevailing inside Kampuchea. 


Time and again, while failing to defame Thailand's applaudable humanitarian 
effort in temporarily sheltering hundreds of thousands of displaced Khmer 
civilians, the Heng Samrin regime and its Vietnamese conspirators have been 
unsuccessful in camouflaging their murderous crimes against the innocent 
Kampucheans. The recent UN Human Rights Commission's resolution is but one 
of those long lists of condemnation against Hanoi and Phnom Penh's mortal 
Sin. Their fate will soon be decided by their criminal karma. If there is 
life after death, they will again be executed by the hands of those who 
fied at their hands. 


~ lat j = 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL ON RESULTS OF VOTE 
BK170422 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: "The Winner Is...the Thai Nation"] 


[Text] It has been, to say the least, a most rancorous time these last few 
weeks. The issue was whether to amend our constitution in three important 
ways and the issue by the supreme law of our land was supposed to have been 
in the hands of our Parliament. Naturally, every citizen had the right to 
comment upon the proposed changes, pro and con. And many did; some would 
say that too many did. 


For a brief time, especially in the past few days, it appeared that the 
“comment” would get out of hand. Comment was turned into pressure; pressure 
was turned into threat. The amazing sight of a man threatening suicide was 
taken up by supporters of his political view. A senior military officer 
spoke of conducting "military exercises" and supporters of his political 
view took up that statement and disseminated it far and wide. In short, 
what should have been a straight political and reasoning exercise was 
exploited. Pressures seldom seen in the history of this country were 
brought to bear on the amendment issue from all sides, and the situation 


very nearly got out of hand. 


Adding to this sort of confusion was a lack of clear leadership from the 
government. Political parties in the prime minister's coalition were split 
among themselves right to the time of the final vote. The issue was 
described so many times as democracy vs dictatorship. Of course, who was 

a democrat and who a dictator depended on the political view of the speaker 
involved. The government decision to treat the amendment as a matter of 
individual conscience was defensible, but it also added to the general 
confusion among much of the public over just what the whole issue was about. 


There was for a time a serious question whether the final voting day would 
ever dawn. But dawn it did, yesterday, and by midday, thanks to the nation- 
wide network of Radio Thailand, all our citizens were informed that by a 
meagre 10-vote margin, the amendment had failed. It would be tempting to 
say that the past weeks of debate and pressure and near chaos were wasted, 
since in the end we are left with an unchanged constitution. 














But the effort was not wasted. In fact, the way the vote went was secon- 
dary to a greater ideal, and that is that contentious issues should be 
solved in a peaceful and democratic manner. That, in the end, was how 

the issue of amending the constitution was decided. There was no violence 
although violence certainly was close on several occasions. The issue was 
decided by a parliamentary vote, as it was supposed to be decided. 


wWrcu mational issues are settled peacefully and democratically, there are 

no individual winners or losers. All citizens are winners. The place to 
look now is forward. . For there are, inevitably, many more important 

issues ahead, and they will take the hard work, wisdom and dedication of 

all concerned citizens to solve. It's time to go to work on those issues, 
and not waste time in a rancorous rehashing of events of the past few weeks. 


CSO: 4200/4117 

















THAILAND 


SENATORS’ DEFECTION CITED IN AMENDMENT'S DEFEAT 
BK170456 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 17 Mar 83 pp l, 3 
{"Analysis" by The Chongkhadikit: "Defections by Senators Sank Amendment") 


[Text] A mighty defection by an estimated 49 appointed senators caused 
the defeat of the three-point constitutional amendments bill in Parliament 
yesterday morning. The rejection of the one-point bill at its first read- 
ing in the afternoon was an anticipated anticlimax. 


The withdrawal of the support of the Chat Thai Party was also pivotal to 
the overthrow of the Siam Democratic Party's bill calling for splitting of 
provinces into constituencies of one to three representatives each and 
voting for individual candidates instead of a party slate; retention of the 
senators’ major powers; and permitting appointment of civi! servants or 
military officers to political posts. 


The Chat Thai Party's support made possible the passage of the bill through 
the first and second readings. It changed its attitude on the third read- 
ing to join ranks with its two partners in the coaliticn government--the 
Social Action Party and the Democrat Party--to upset the bill in the final 


stage. 


An important group of senators probably connected with the Supreme Command, 
the navy and the air force together with April coup promoters who are still 
in the Senate as well as retired civil servants and military officers were 
believed to have cast negative votes. It must be noted that the supreme 
commander, General Saiyut Koetphon, had been saying that the senators 
should vote for "what the people desire." Vocal elements including 
academicians, students have expressly demonstrated their strong abhorrence 
of “dictatorship” and preference for "democracy," although some groups 
appeared to express adversary sentiments. The battle over the bill had 
been designated as a struggle between “democracy” and "dictatorship." 


It is estimated that 49 senators voted against the bill. 


If the 202 senators who attended the meeting yesterday had voted with the 
bill's supporters numbering about 110 representatives the bill would have 
been passed with an overwhelming vote of 312 which is 48 votes over the 
required minimum of 264. 








Together with the 202 senators 275 representatives were present at the 
joint session, making a total of 477 attending. 


The vote for the bill was 254. If this is subtracted from the 477 attend- 
ing, it shows that 273 voted against the bill or abstained--both actions 
being negative. If the 170 or so wembers or the three coalition parties 
are subtracted from the 223, it shows that another 53 voted against the 
bill. The 53 include 49 senators and four representatives who openly 
defied their party orders not to cast their ballots. 


By amother met’iod of calculation, the subtraction of the 101 representatives 
who proposed the bill (mainly sponsored by the Siam Democratic Party) from 
the 254 who voted for the bill indicates that 153 senators voted for the 
bill. If this 153 is deducted from the 202 senators present, it shows that 
49 senators voted against the bill. 


Of considerable significance in the swinging of votes against the bill was 
the "Suan Phlu" column of former Premier Khukrit Pramot in the SIAM RAT of 
the previous evening. An organisational structure was published which the 
highly talented writer-wit-politician said he had received from an anonymous 
person and which he went ahead to prove to be that of a communist govern- 
ment, with a presidium, a politburo and a secretariat. The structure 

could have been drawn up by a communist. 


with reporters running around to ask elected and appointed MPs as they 
arrived for the morning session for their opinions on the article, atten- 
tion was drawn to it. Those who had not read it began hunting for it and 
it became readily available for them to read. In the light of reports 
about the influence of one or two Marxist-Leninists considered in some 
circles to have "reformed," the article evidently made the necessary 


impression. 


Starting the whole campaign against the bill was Colonel Chamlong Simuang 
who conducted his drive--single-handedly at first--among the political 
parties and the public. He did it with a religious fervour, unafraid of 
possible repercussions and undaunted by radio attacks conducted against hin. 


The MP who threatened to commit suicide, the monk who temporarily gave up 
the yellow robe to lead a group of hunger-strikers, groups of vociferous 
demonstrators, and the performers of a "curse" ritual had their effect, 
though at one period there was a danger that the excesses in some instances 
could boomerang and become counterproductive. 


To ensure that none of their members voted out of line, the three coalition 
parties hit on an infallible tactic. They required all their members not 
to cast their ballots but just to stand up and bow to the speaker when 
their mames were called. (In the voting for constitutional amendments, a 
favourable majority of 264 was needed for passage. "No" votes and absten- 
tions did not count.) 


It was believed that if the party members had been allowed to cast their 

secret ballots several could well go against the party decision to reject 

the bill. Im fact some of the Chat Thai Party members disobeyed anc couid 
; lined with dismissal. 
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THAILAND 


"VOFA' COMMENTARY HITS SRV, INDOCHINA SUMMIT 
BKO91608 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 9 Mar 83 
[Station commentary: "The Meaningless Indochinese Summit"] 


[Text] So paramount was the title of the Indochinese summit conference but 
so meaningless was its contribution to the regional peace. Although 
claimed by Vietnam's foreign minister, Nguyen Co Thach, apart from the 
softened language, the February summit's final statement produced no fresh 
initiatives, particularly on the protracted Kampuchean problem. However, 
it was incredibly full of distorted stories. 


The summit’s repeated use of the word volunteers to describe the Vietnamese 
occupying troops is certainly a twist out [as heard] of the truth. They are 
but recruits from both north and south Vietnam, so the world was told by an 
increasing number of Vietnamese army deserters. Pledging to conduct an 
annual partial withdrawal means no more than another of Hanoi's chief 

boasts of the move that has never occurred. Despite Vietnam's similar 
promise last year, all reports indicated otherwise. Of course, the claimed 
to be partial pullout never came close to happen. To be more precise, the 
withdrawal, either partial or complete, has never been in Hanoi's expan- 
sionis: mind. An attached string of conditions can never suggest otherwise. 
Worst, thousands of Vietnamese troops were rotated to reinforce their fight 
against the Khmer patriots. This, of course, endangers peace and stability 


at the frontier. 


Such Vietnam's hostile military activities along the Thai-Kampuchean border 
have inevitably posed a concrete threat to Thailand, which has never been 

a party to the Kampuchean conflict nor allowed the use of its territory by 

the Kampuchean resistance forces as maliciously accused by Hanoi. Vietnam, 
if not trying to write a new version of Kampuchean history, must certainly 
have pretended to have a poor, short memory. 


As stated in the summit's final statement, Hanoi contended that the 
presence of its army inside Kampuchea resulted from the request of the so- 
called People's Republic of Kampuchea. How could that be possible? The 
Vietnamese-installed puppet regime of Heng Samrin was announced of its 
foundation on 10 January 1979, two full weeks after more than 100,000 
Vietnamese troops, supported by tanks and fighter bombers, started their 











blitzkrieg that toppled the legitimate Democratic Kampuchea Government. 
So how could the presence of Vietnamese troops inside Kampuchea stem from 
what was yet to be born? 


Vietnam should abide by the UN resolutions calling for the total withdrawal 
of its troops from Kampuchea and the UN-supervised free elections allowing 
the Kampuchean people to determine their own destiny. And only this, in 
effect, will truly contribute to long-lasting peace, stability and pros- 
perity in Southeast Asia, to which Vietnam also geographically belongs. 


CSO: 4200/417 











THAILAND 


"VOFA' SCORES NONALIGNED STAND ON KAMPUCHEA 
BK121040 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in English 1100 GMT 11 Mar 83 
[Special commentary: "The Nonaligned Movement Only Exists in Name"] 


{Text} Born in 1961 was the unprecedented Nonaligned Movement, with sacred 
commitments to preserve the independence of its members and to oppose all 
forms of aggression. Twelve years later, the principles of the movement 
are not recognizable anymore. They are dying. Beginning at the 1979 
Havana summit meeting, the movement, now convening its seventh summit in 
New Delhi, has reached the lowest point of degradation. This is attributed 
to the manipulation of certain members in such a way that they gain their 
own grand design, resulting in deviation from the basic principles of the 
Nonaligned Movement. Until today, the Nonaligned Movement as a whole has 
never once condemned the Vietnamese military occupation of Kampuchea. The 
current seventh New Delhi summit meeting is not an exception. Over 4 years 
after Hanoi's act of aggression, about 180,000 Vietnamese troops still 
remain in occupation of Kampuchea. The Vietnamese military expedition is, 
of course, in complete contravention of the spirit of the Nonaligned Move- 
ment. As always the case, the majority not only has been obviously out- 
witted by the aggressors and their proxies in the movement into not 
extending a helping hand to the victims but also prevented from raising 
voices of protest on the ground that both aggressors and victims are men- 
bers of the movement. [Words indistinct] that the Nonaligned Movement 
could condone foreign military occupation for protection and moral support 
can a member expect from the movement when it is invaded. 


Under these circumstances, the Nonaligned Movement can in no way be regarded 
as history's best peace movement as described by Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi to the opening session of the New Delhi summit. 


On the related issue of Kampuchean question, at Cuba's manipulation, the 
victimized Democratic Kampuchea was arbitrarily and illegally deprived of 
its legitimate seat at the previous Havana summit. Cuba's plan to replace 
Democratic Kampuchea with the Vietnamese-installed regime of Heng Samrin 
was simple. The Democratic Kampuchea delegation was spirited away to the 
obscure region of Havana and kept incommunicado for the duration of the 
Havana summit meeting. Having unilaterally evicted Democratic Kampuchea 
without first seeking a consensus, Cuba then cunningly put the movement in 
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a position of having to produce a consensus to reject the Cuban chairman's 
action. The matter was thereby left hanging and pending consultations. 
There was no such a Havana consensus ever to unseat Democratic Kampuchea. 

It was only a Cuban unilateral decision, nothing more nothing less. So 

Cuba and India are illogical in contending that there had to be a consensus 
before Democratic Kampuchea could continue to occupy the seat of Kampuchea. 
Any acceptance of Cuban decision would only give added force to a precedent 
empowering a host country arbitrary mandate to decide whose seat is filled 
and whose left vacant at every summit meeting. Being unable to rectify this 
aberration, the members of the Nonaligned Movement can feel secured as it 
may one day face the similar fate without being able to have recourse to the 
movement due to the precedent set by the Cuban decision. By having the 
Kampuchea seat left vacant and condemning only those selected acts of 
aggression as India exerted, the Nonaligned Movement has been enabled to 
steer clear of controversial issues preventing a division within the move- 
ment. But the question has to be asked: Is it enough for the Nonaligned 
Movement to just exist in mame? Why the principles which inspired the 
founding members of the movement are no longer preserved? 


CSO: 4200/417 























ARMY MAY WITHDRAW FROM NORTHEAST AREAS 


BKO70258 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 7 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


[Article by Soemsuk K. Pradit] 


[Text] Sakhon Nakhon--Authorities of the Second Army Region have begun 
discussing the possibility of an early withdrawal of government troops from 
all “sensitive areas" in the 16 northeastern provinces following their 
successful military and political offensive against the communist insurgents, 


an army spokesman said over the weekend. 


Spokesman of the Second Army Region Col Sa-Ngiam Rattanasimakon told THE 
NATION that the armed strength and mobility of the Communist Party of 
Thailand (CPT) in the northeast had greatly declined following the mass 
defections by thousands of guerrillas and their sympathizers. 


"The level of military capability of the CPT in the northeast is now at its 
lowest. That's why we no longer find it necessary to maintain large numbers 
of government troops in the sensitive areas," he said. 


Col Sa-Ngiam said it is the basic plan of the army to withdraw all unneces- 
Sary troops from these areas so that they can concentrate on national 


defence instead of fighting insurgency. 


He said high-ranking authorities of the Second Army Region had a meeting 
last week to discuss the possibility of an early withdrawal of the troops. 


"Though we reached no conclusion, we agreed that we would be able to with- 
draw the troops very soon,” he said. 


The spokesman said that such troop withdrawal would save the army millions 
of baht in military expenses. 


"We now have troops from the three armed forces present in all the sensi- 
tive areas. Our success in political and military offensive has convinced 
us that the troops can be withdrawn earlier than scheduled," he said. 


Col Sa-Ngiam said during the past several months there had been reports of 
only a few armed activities by the communist insurgents. Such movements 
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were reported in some areas in zone 999 of the CPT which borders Sakhon 
Nakhon and Kalasin and zone 777 in Chaiyaphum and Udon Thani. 


Most of the insurgents in these areas have given themselves up to govern- 
ment authorities. 


"Their armed strength in these areas had dwindled down to only 100 at the 
most. Most are in zone 777 while the other 30-40 are in zone 999," he 


said. 


Most of the communist strongholds in other areas, such as zones lll, 333, 
444 and 555 had been dissolved following mass defections, he said. 


"We are stepping up our political offensive which will finally lead to 
defection by the remaining communist guerrillas," he said. 


Among the leading communist insurgents who have surrendered to government 
authorities is Suwit Niamsa or "Comrade Yut" who was reported to have 
commanded a powerful bloc of guerrillas in the northeast. 


Col Sa-Ngiam confirmed with THE NATION that Suwit had given himself up 
without any preconditions. 


"He personally told me that he has already abandoned armed struggle. I 
believe there is no way he will return to the jungle to pick up arms 
again,” he said. 


He quoted Suwit as hinting that he might be a candidate in the next gen- 
eral elections. 


A former labour leader before the time of Sarit regime, Suwit received 
military training in Hanoi and before his defection he was rumoured to 
have tried to form « splinter communist party following his ideological 
conflict with the CPT leadership. 


Suwit told THE NATION during an interview in early 1982 that he was conm- 
missioned by CPT leaders to hold truce talks with government authorities. 


Col Sa-Ngiam said local authorities were trying to find ways to help 
thousands of communist defectors and their families to settle down. 


CSO: 4200/418 


13 

















THAILAND 


PHICHIT CALLS FOR END TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST ARMY 
BK040748 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 4 Mar 83 pp 1-2 


[Text] First Army Division Commander Maj Gen Phichit Kunlawanit charged 
yesterday that “certain groups of people" had deliberately painted a 
“distorted picture" of the army which has been pitted against political 
parties and the press. 


Calling for a halt to what he described as an "unfair campaign" against 
the army, the senior military officer said that while the army brass had 
maintained a correct stance over the whole scenario, "there are limits to 


our patience.” 


In an exclusive interview with THE NATION yesterday, Maj Gen Phichit said 


the army had been unfairly painted as "an ugly monster trying to impose 
dictatorship on the country.” But he insisted that Army Commander-in-Chief 


Gen Athit Kamlang-ek was not seeking more powers in his recent political 
statements over constitutional amendments. 


"The army commander-in-chief has stressed that he had nothing but sincere 
and good intentions. But when he resigned from the Senate, some people 
linked his move with that of the late Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat some 
20 years ago although the army chief had not thought about it that way," 
Maj Gen Phichit said. 


The First Army commander said that the army did not want to be hostile to 
political parties, the press or any other pressure group. "We have to talk 
about the problems in a straightforward manner," he said. 


Maj Gen Phichit cited the exhortation by his majesty the king on April 5, 
last year, urging the people around the country in all walks of life to be 


united. 


"If we were dictators, we wouldn't speak our mind as we have been doing to 
reason things out. In the past, military dictators used to lock up the 
presses or destroy the printing houses," Maj Gen Phichit said, adding: 

"But that’s obsolete now. We want fair play and an open exchange of views." 
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The First Army commander cited his majesty's address on April 5, last year 
urging the people to uphold truth, patience, good deeds and sacrifice of 
personal interests for the sake of the country. 


Maj Gen Phichit insisted during the interview that government officials 
must be allowed to be named to political posts. 


"In the past, we have seen cabinet members who were gamblers and mafia- 
style gangsters. Why block the path of government officials who may be 
more competent and better educated then?" the commander asked. 


He called upon critics of the army to do away with their suspicion against 
the army. "I wish they would look at us with more sympathy and understand- 
ing," Maj Gen Phichit said. 


Maj Gen Phichit admitted that he had been "frustrated" over the recent 
spate of criticism from opponents to the constitutional amendments. "When 
I said something, it was misinterpreted into something else. I have tried 
to restrain myself. I have said that we shouldn't harbour hostility 
against one another,” he said. 


Commenting on the move to oppose the constitutional amendments launched by 
a group of academicians, Maj Gen Phichit said: "Frankly speaking, I 
respect only some of the academicians. Most of them are simply arm-chair 
experts who have never seen the problems for themselves." 


He added: "Have they (the academicians) reached out to the provinces to 
experience the problems personally? I want them to see what we do on 
Saturdays and Sundays.” 


Maj Gen Phichit said he strongly backed the statement made on Tuesday by 
Assistant Army Chief-of-Staff Lt Gen Chaowalit Yongcha‘yut that the army 
would proceed with the attempts to eliminate laws that block the path for 
the people's "democratic rights." 


CSO: 4200/418 
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THAILAND 


HAN INTERVIEWED ON CPT MOVEMENT IN SOUTH 
BK230615 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 23 Feb 83 p 6 


[Text] Surat Thani--Army authorities are probing into the possibility that 
the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) has moved its headquarters from the 
north to one of its strongholds in the south, Commander of the Fourth Army 


Region Lt Gen Han Linanon says. 


Lt Gen Han told THE NATION in an interview that there had been some move- 
ments recently which could indicate such a possibility. 


He cited the recent capture of a number of communist insurgents with 
“hordes [as published] of documents." He did not elaborate on the kind of 
documents they were [as published], but said the insurgents came from the 


north. 


"We don't have much information on the matter, but army authorities are 
investigating it," he said. 


"We cannot jump to the conclusion that the CPT has moved to the south. 
But we don't discount the possibility," he added. 


Military sources have said that the outlawed party is facing increasing 
difficulties in the north, where it had been well-entrenched, and might 
already have started moving southwards. 


Its former headquarters in Nan was smashed by government forces, and its 
armed strength in that part of the region has severely weakened over the 


years. 


"Sin Toemlin, for instance, is an important figure in the CPT and has a 
strong influence in the southern region. Considering this fact, there is 
a possibility (the CPT has moved south)," he said. 


He was referring to the secretary general of the CPT's Southern Regional 
Committee, who was once rumoured to have wanted to defect. 


However, he said, government forces came across no concrete evidence to 
reinforce this speculation, during the recent operation against remaining 
communist strongholds in Surat Thani and Nakhon Si Thammarat. 
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The two southern provinces were a hotbed of communist insurgency before 
the Fourth Army Region moved in for decisive military operations last year. 


The insurgents’ major strongholds here are believed to have been destroyed 
by the government operations. 


Lt Gen Han told THE NATION that the Fourth Army Region will this year place 
more emphasis on political ways of persuading leading communist insurgents 
to surrender. 


"I have instructed all local intelligence people to make direct contacts 
with communist leaders and explain to them our open-arms policy... I have 
been stressing the desire of the government to see these people (insurgents) 
lay down their arms and join with us in our fight for democracy. We all 
share the same goal: democracy," Lt Gen Han said. 


Lt Gen Han said he will continue to pursue his "Tai Romyen" policy, which 
is believed to be largely responsible for the major defeat of communist 
insurgency in the south. 


He said he recently called a meeting of governors from the 14 southern 
provinces to explain the policy and its implementation. 
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THAILAND 


LOBBYING UNDERWAY FOR SENATORS TO ABSTAIN 
BKO20249 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 2 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


[Text] At least 50 senators have, as of today, decided to abstain in the 
crucial final voting on the constitution draft amendment scheduled for 
March 16, well-informed sources in the Senate said yesterday. 


The sources said that some of the senators who had agreed to abstain to 
cast their votes in the third and final reading were those who had cast 
votes in favour of the amendment draft submitted by MP Pancha Kesonthong 
ana his group in the first reading two weeks ago. 





A total of 295 votes were in favour of the amendment in the first reading. 
Lobbyists in the Senate said yesterday that of the 295 votes, more than 150 
were those from the Senate. A total of 180 senators were present for that 
day's voting. Passage in the third and final reading would require a mini- 
mum of 264 votes from both houses. 


The sources said that lobbying started several days ago for senators to 
abstain from the voting in the third and final reading. 


"Those senators who will abstair are mostly senior military leaders who are 
retired and senior civilian government officiais," the sources said. 


The sources explained that the figure was assessed yesterday. "We expect 
the figure to stay that way although the situation could become quite 
fluid during the 15-day period before the third reading," the sources said. 


Meanwhile, the Democrat Party, which has been opposed to the constitutional 
amendments, has also been lobbying with senators to refrain from voting in 
an attempt to "kill" the amendment in the final reading. 


Highly-placed sources in the Democrat Party said that the lobbying so far 
had been “reasonably successful." 


Democrat leader Phichai Rattakun said that whether the amendment would be 
passed in the final reading "would depend largely on the attitude of the 
supreme commander (Gen Saiyut Koetphon)." 
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Phichai said: "It would depend on how forceful his position is on the 
matter in the next 15 dzys. Also, another important factor would be the 
political parties in the present coalition government." 


The Democrat leader said he had sent a note to Prime Minister Prem 
Tinsulanon to arrange for a television programme in which the pros and 
cons could be aired fairly. "But I have got no response so far," he said. 


Chat Thai Party, meanwhile, has adopted a stand to refrain from voting in 
the final reading as well. Chat Thai carries about 50 votes in the Lower 


House. 


Informed sources said that Chat Thai is waiting for a response from the 
military after it had proposed “certain conditions" presumably over the 


voting systen. 


Sources said that the senators who had decided to abstain from voting felt 
that the amendment draft had changed considerably from the original version. 


The senators were said to have felt that the amendment draft had been worded 
so rigidly that proposed changes in the second reading (finally passed on 
Monday) were virtually impossible. 
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THAILAND 


ISSUES FACING NONALIGNED SUMMIT REVIEWED 
BKO70224 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 7 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "The Non-Aligned Summit Won't Face Gut Issues] 


[Text] A summit conference starts today at the wrong time at the wrong 
place. But as one commentator put it tongue-in-cheek: "But at least it 
is happening." The non-aligned summit was originally supposed to be held 
in Baghdad, Iraq, last September when Iraqi leader Saddam Husayn would 
have assumed the movement's presidency for the next three years. But Iraq 
and Iran are at war with each other for arcane reasons--for 32 months to 
be exact--and Baghdad isn't the healthiest of places to hold a summit. 


India volunteered to assume the dubious mantle of the non-aligned presi- 
dency with that “honour” reverting to Iraq in 1985 if the Non-Aligned 
Movement lasts that long and assuming the on-again, off-again Gulf war 
has ended by then. But the preliminary meetings of foreign ministers 
started off true to form and we must have been totally wrong, compara- 
tively, to call the goings-on in our parliament unruly. Short of fisti- 
cuffs (that may still erupt at the summit), it had all the trappings of 
what goes on at Rajdamnoen Stadium. Verbally, the punches and the kicks 
flew with not unexpected ferocity. 


Libya wanted Egypt to be expelled although Egypt's late President ‘Abd 
al-Jahal an-Nasir was one of the founding fathers along with India's Nehru 
and Yugoslavia's Tito, all of whom will be turning in their graves. As 
for the question of Kampuchea, India neatly put the matter to rest because 
there was no consensus--as if there could be consensus about anything. 

The vacant Kampuchean seat could be the most powerful "sound of silence" 
amidst an array of "people hearing without listening." Vietnam unfortu- 
nately did not use the most potent weapon for seating the representative 
of the Phnom Penh regime: If the Soviet puppet government of Babrak Karmal 
can be seated why not Vietnam's puppet government of Heng Samrin? Obvi- 
ously Vietnam, Cuba, et al. do not have as much pull in the Non-Aligned 
Movement as the Soviet Union has. 


As a matter of fact nobody knows how many members are there in the non- 
aligned grouping--some say 95, some say 97, while one commentator, with 
whom we agree, says about 100. But to all of these members, the Soviet 
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Union has given clear guidelines. Following a heavily anti-U.S. campaign 
in the past few days leading up to the non-aligned summit, Moscow has said: 
"The movement should display high political vigilance, unity of ranks, 
cooperation with other anti-imperialist, anti-war forces and unabating 
activity for the sake of peace, security and freedom of peoples." 


Obviously the "anti-imperialist, anti-war" forces form the Soviet bloc and 
we are sure this injunction will prevail as "consensus" although Cuba's 
Fidel Castro may fail to get his formula, that “socialist countries are 

the natural allies of the Non-Aligned Movement," accepted. We had hoped 
that India, although not exactly non-aligned, would try to project a 

better picture of herself to the Non-Aligned Movement's members and to the 
rest of the world. But after the foreign ministers’ meeting, we can almost 
forecast a repetition of what happened in Havana in the last summit. 


The question of Afghanistan has, of course, to be debated because it is a 
Muslim country and those members with petrodollars have to be placated. 

But we are sure the draft resolution which says that a political solution 
has to be found for Afghanistan's "problems" will be adopted. Tibetan 
exiles are pushing for an observer status for Tibet which would be a de jure 
recognition of Tibet as an independent country and might have gone through 
because it is anti-Chinese but we do not think the movement has the guts to 
do that when Sino-Soviet talks are in progress in Moscow. 


At the start of the summit, we would like to remind the august personages 
gathered in New Delhi about what a genuinely non-aligned country has said. 
The Burmese Government in quitting the movement after the Havana summit 
said in its statement: "The principles of the movement are not recoy- 
nizable any more; they are not merely dim, they are dying." But the circus 
is on, and the performers are in the ring. 
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THAILAND 





MOULINAKA GUERRILLAS RESETTLED NEAR O SMACH 
BKO70132 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 7 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] Ta Phraya--The Khmer guerrillas of the Moulinaka Movement, routed 
in a major Vietnamese attack last January, have regrouped and settled in an 
area east of O Smach near the Thai border, guerrilla leader Col Nhem 


Sophon said. 


He told THE NATION during an interview recently, that the new Moulinaka 
stronghold is geographically and strategically better located than the 
Nong Chan encampment, which was destroyed by the Vietnamese during the 


January attack. 


“The new zone controlled by Moulinaka is better," he said. "There is water 
and everything else--hills, and the possibility of cultivation." 


Nhem Sophon, a former paratrooper in the Lon Nol regime and now leader of 
the pro-Sihanouk guerrilla movement, said the lack of water supply was one 
of the reasons why his forces had to desert Nong Chan encampment. 


When the encampment was burnt down by the invading Vietnamese forces, they 
were backed up by many tanks. The Nong Chan camp is located only a kilo- 
metre from the Thai border there. 


More than 30,000 Khmer refugee residents of the encampment were forced to 
flee tc the Thai border for shelter during the siege. 


Nhem Sophon recalled that the Vietnamese began their offensive on January 5 
at around 6 pm. The battle raged until four the next morning, he said. 


"We had to withdraw some of our forward positions, but the enemy suffered 
heavy casualties," he claimed. 


The guerrilla leader put Vietnamese casualties at 36 deaths, while he said 
Moulinaka only lost one man. 


The second attack came during the night of January 6. A ground assault 
followed intense artillery shelling. "The Vietnamese withdrew at 2 pm on 
the 7th. We did not find any bodies but a lot of helmets were found. 


There was also biood everywhere," he said. 
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The final attack developed on January 31 and lasted into the next day. 
The Vietnamese, he said, threw in T-54 tanks and armoured personnel 
carriers against the outnumbered Khmer guerrillas. 


"We lost 11 men and another 4 guerrillas were wounded," he said. "We also 
lost 40 per cent of the territory we controlled." 


The series of Vietnamese offensives was aimed primarily at the Moulinaka 
and the Khmer People's National Liberation Front (KPNLF) under the command 


of Chea Chhut. 


Military observers note that the two nationalist movements had no way to 
put up a fight against the Vietnamese tanks. Their Chinese-made grenade- 
launchers could, at best, only damage the caterpillar tread of the tanks, 
they said. 


Moulinaka was established as an independent Sihanoukist group in August 
1979 by a former navy captain, Kong Silan and Nhem Sophon. 








THAILAND 


MEETING ON POSSIBLE OIL PRICE CUTS 
BKO80213 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 8 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


[Text] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon yesterday called a special meeting 
of the Petroleum Policy Committee as Industry Minister Chatchai Chunhawan 
flew back from Saudi Arabia to report that the outcome of his talks there 
would save the country about 180 million baht a month. 


Although Minister “hatchai speculated before he took part in the meeting 
at the Government House at 5 pm that Saudi Arabia was likely to reduce oil 
price by four dollars per barrel, OPEC ministers postponed until today a 
full crisis meeting in London after Iran said it would oppose any cut in 


official prices. 





However, Prime Minister Prem told reporters earlier in the day that the 

government would promptly reduce local oil prices as soon as Saudi Arabia 
cuts its price. Government spokesman Trairong Buwannakhiri even said that 
the local prices could be reduced "48 hours" after Saudi Arabia announces 


a cut. 


Minister Suli Mahasanthana, in charge of petroleum affairs, was more 
cautious in his statement following the committee's meeting. He said the 
government would have to study all aspects of the impact of the imminent 


oil price reductions. 


"Several frameworks and patterns have been worked out to cope with the oil 
price reductions. The formula we pick must help boost the economy, and 
cushion the impact of inflation with some surplus for the oil fund while 
not affecting the tax structure too much. At the same time, it must be 
conducive to investment," the minister said. 


He said the new local price levels must be pegged to those in Singapore 
where large-sized refineries are located for the region. 


He said that the pricing structures of petroleum products in the past were 
not appropriate. "They have to be adjusted. Some petroleum products have 
been heavily subsidized. That has to be changed," he said. 
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Minister Suli said that he was awaiting a telex from Saudi Arabia, through 
Dr Hhanatsaphat Chuto, director general of the economic affairs department 
of the Foreign Ministry, on the extent of oil price reduction. 


Reports from London said that the OPEC's decision would be reached today. 
Iranian Oil Minister Mohammad Gharazi told reporters that his country 
would never agree to a reduction in the current U.S.$34 per barrel official 
price. Indonesian Energy Minister Dr Subroto said the postponement was 
caused by the fact that ministers of Gabon, Ecuador and Qatar had not 
arrived in London in time. 


Industry Minister Chatchai attended a meeting of the Council of Economic 
Ministers immediately after his return from Saudi Arabia yesterday morning. 


"From what the Saudi Arabian officials told us unofficially, the oil price 
will come down by about U.S.$4 per barrel," he said. 


He said his talks with Governor A.H. Taher of PETROMIN, Saudi Arabian state 
oil firm, over the weekend, was "very fruitful." Without elaboration, he 
said the outcome of his talks would save the country some 180 million baht 
a month. He refused to offer details, explaining that he would have to 
report to the prime minister first. 


Trairong said after the meeting of the Council of Economic Ministers that 
the government had decided to cut local prices, regardless of the margin 
of reduction to be announced by Saudi Arabia. 


He said the meeting studied the pros and cons of an OPEC's price cut. 


The positive consequences include improved production and lower costs in 

the country, encouraging higher investments and better employment. At the 
same time, subsidies needed for local oil prices would be reduced, improving 
the oil fund. The country could save foreign exchange and the world 

economy in general would be in a better shape, with a higher demand for 


goods. 


At the same time, reduction of oil prices locally would further slow down 
inflation. 


But there are also negative comsequences if oil prices are cut. For one 
thing, he said, the Middle East will suffer and would have less investments 
for construction activities. That would render a large number of Thais 


working there jobless. 


"A cut in the domestic oil prices would encourage the Thai people to buy 
more imported luxury goods. Trade and balance-of-payment deficits will 
deteriorate,’ Trairong said. 


He said that any OPEC oil price cut would be temporary and it is likely 
that world oil price may rise again in the future. He said if the Thai 
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people were to get used to consuming 9il without restraint, the “bad habit" 
could boomerang later on. 


"However, the government has ruled that a cut in the local oil prices 
would have more positive than negative consequences," he said. 


CSO: 4200/418 
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THAILAND 


PREM OPPOSES MOVE TO REVIEW SDP DRAFT 
BKO80211 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 8 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


[Text] Premier Prem Tinsulanon indicated yesterday that he will not 
associate himself with the move by some senators to have the parliament 
review the constitution draft amendment. 


"It is up to the parliament to deal with the matter," he said. 


Prem, however, said he had already received a note from Senator Thamnun 
Latphli calling on him to call a special parliament session to review the 
draft which he said was ambiguous on the question of the provisional 
clause of the constitution. 


"I have made my views on the issue of constitutional amendment known and 
my stand still remains the same," he said. 


The premier also refused to make any comments on the third reading of the 
draft which is scheduled for March 16. 


Meanwhile, parliament President ACM {Air Chief Marshal] Harin Hongsakun 
said the draft, which was submitted by MP Pancha Kesonthong on behalf of 


Siam Democracy Party (SDP), was "incorrect." 


But the move by Thamnun to have the draft reviewed was also not practical, 
he said. 


"It was just like playing football. You could not possibly demand a new 
penalty kick after the referee had blown the final whistle," he said. 


However, he refused to say what was wrong with Article 5 of the draft 
which seeks to extend the provisional clause by another four years. But 
many critics interpret its wording to mean that the provisional clause 
would be extended by more than four yegrs. 


"But there is no way to amend the draft now. The only alternative is to 
either reject or accept it in the third reading," he said. 
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When asked who was in the position to determine whether Article 5 of the 
draft ran counter to the constitutional principle, he said: "No one can 
make any judgement on that. And I think it is not reasonable to call a 
house session to debate on the point.” 


Leader of the Democrat Party Phichai Rattakun quoted legal experts as 
confirming that it was not possible to review the draft. 


"The only way out is to reject the draft or have it amended after the 
elections,” he said. 


CSO: 4200/418 
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THAILAND 


BORDER WITH MALAYSIA TO BE SEALED 1 APR 
BKO80125 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 8 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] The borderline between Thailand and Malaysia, except for check- 
points, will be sealed off beginning April 1 in an attempt to control 
people with dual citizenship who live along the frontier, Deputy Permanent 
Secretary for Interior Anan Anantakun said yesterday. 


Anan said people will be allowed to cross the border only at checkpoints 
at Su-Ngai Kolok, Takbai, Padang Besar and Satun while military officials 
of the Fourth Army Region Command will be assigned to be on duty along 
the border to prevent people from entering into Thailand without legal 


permissions from the authorities. 


Anan said the decision to close the border was made during yesterday's 
meeting with about 50 officials in areas on the Thai-Malaysian border. 


The meeting, attended by military officials, police officers, provincial 
governors and district chiefs in five southern provinces, was held at the 
head office of the Thai-Malaysian Border Committee in Songkhla. 


Anan said officials concerned were instructed to survey the number of 
people who simultaneously carry Thai and Malaysian ID cards so that “we 
could have details on the matter to present to the government for its 
decision before raising with the Malaysian side of the border committee.” 


He said a latest survey early this year found about 1,000 people with dual 
citizenship on the southern border. 


He said the closure of the borderline would consequently stop the smuggling 
of contraband in the south "now that people who want to enter Thailand will 


have to go through checkpoints." 


"A person with dual ID cards and wanting to enter Thailand will have to 
destroy his Malaysian one, or he will have to carry a passport as a 
Malaysian citizen," the deputy permanent secretary said. 
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"We can even distinguish if some of the dual ID cards holders are guer- 
rillas of the Communist Party of Malaya or of the Communist Party of 
Thailand," he said. 


Fourth Army Region Commander Lt Gen Han Linanon, meanwhile, issued an order 
instructing people who want to cross the border to go through immigration 
checking at checkpoints, or they would be charged with illegal entry. 
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THAILAND 


FORMER ACTIVIST TO CAMPAIGN AGAINST AMENDMENT 
BKO90819 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 9 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Phra [title] Anan Senakhan, a controversial Buddhist monk who made 
headlines with his fight against unorthodox religious beliefs, will leave 
the monkhood this morning and launch a campaign against the constitutional 
amendments. 


In a statement issued yesterday, the former police officer declared he will 
go on a hunger strike at the Royal Plaza to dramatize his opposition to the 
constitutional amendment draft which is scheduled for a final reading on 


March 16. 


Phra Anan accused the draft of being an attempt to destroy democracy. He 
also charged Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Athit Kamlang-ek with "robbing 
the people of their legitimate right" by appearing on TV over the issue. 


"As a Thai citizen, I cannot possibly tolerate what is going on without 
making my stand public. After considering all the pros and cons, I came 
to the conclusion that I cannot stay in the monkhood, because if the 
nation crumbles, religion would not be able to exist," said the statement, 
which was distributed to the press. 


Phra Anan, who founded the controversial "Chanuan Movement" to expose 
corruption in government, said he will be disrobed at 8.00 am this morning 


at Wat Bowonniwet. 


He said in the statement that he will join MP Chalat Worachat of the 
Democrat Party to fight against the constitutional amendments. 


Phra Anan said he will begin a hunger strike at the Royal Plaza after 
paying homage to the statue of King Rama VII in front of the parliament. 


Phra Anan has been in monkhood for seven years, during which, he said, he 
had tried to avoid politics. "But the question of constitutional amend- 
ments has a very great impact, and Chalat has even threatened to commit 
suicide in protest. It is just unprecedented," he said. 
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The Buddhist monk became news early last year when he spearheaded a move 
against the infamous “Samnak Huppha Sawan," a controversial religious 
centre in Ratchaburi founded by Suchat Kosonkittiwong, who is facing 
arrest on a wide range of charges. 


He also launched a campaign against a non-conformist Buddhist sect leader, 
Phra Phothirak. Phra Phothirak runs an unorthodox Buddhist sect known as 
Santi Asok in Bangkapi, which Phra Anan accused of failing to follow the 
Buddhist Monk Act. 


Phra Anan said yesterday he would issue a second statement soon. 


He had earlier invited Democrat leader Phichai Rattakun, Chalat and 
veteran politician Uthai Phimchaichon to Wat Benchamabophit for discussions 
on his intentions to quit the monkhood. 


He quoted Chalat as pleading with him not to disrobe. "I asked Chalat not 
to die, but he stood firm on his decision and we reached no compromise," he 


said. 


Phra Anan later took Chalat to see the abbot of the temple, Phra Yansangwon, 
who pleaded without success for the two to give up their intentions. 
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THAILAND 


ASEAN-EEC MEETING IN BANGKOK PREVIEWED 

BKO40510 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 4 Mar 83 p l 

[Article by The Chongkhadikit ] 

[Excerpts] Ten European foreign ministers will meet with the five ASEAN 


foreign ministers to discuss their relations with each other and inter- 
national political and economic developments here later this month. 





This largest and most important gathering of makers of foreign policy in 
two of the world's most viable regional communities is scheduled to take 


place on March 24 and 25. 


The conference will take place behind closed doors at the Oriental Hotel. 
The delegations will occupy 250 of the 406 rooms, including all of the 
suites. Because of their stature, they are being lodged at the hotel rated 
the world’s No. 1, instead of the government-owned Erawan Hotel. 


Attending from Europe will be the foreign ministers of the United Kingdon, 
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Luxembourg, Denmark, Ireland and Greece. 


French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson will be visiting Hanoi for dis- 
cussions with the Vietnamese leaders before attending the conference and 
so may be in a position to provide the meeting with an insider's evalua- 
tion of their thinking on the Kampuchean and other problems. 


Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon wil’ open the meeting of the foreign 
ministers of the European Community and the Association of Southeast Asian 


Nations at the Oriental on the morning of March 24. 


Following the opening ceremony, the foreign ministers go into a closed 
session to consider economic questions and cooperation. What ASEAN seeks 
is more and better access to the European Common Market for its tapioca, 
sugar, other commodities, textiles and other semimanufactured products. 


Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and the Philippines would also 
like to discuss the "South" (developing countries) positions in dialogue 
with the "North" (developed countries) at the Sixth UNCTAD (United Nations 
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Committee on Trade and Development) to be held in Belgrade. Issues of 
specific interest to both ASEAN and the European Community will be 
brought up. 





Also to be considered will be cooperation in science and technology and 
in the social and cultural fields. 


With the return of Cheysson from Hanoi in the late afternoon, the confer- 
ence will examine the general political situation. 


General Prem will host a dinner for the participants at Government House. 


On June [as published] 25 the meeting will be a restricted one, with each 
foreign minister accompanied by only one assistant attending. 


Subjects to be discussed will include the situation in Southeast Asia, 
with particular reference to the Thai-Kampuchear border. ASEAN will pro- 
vide the briefing. 


International political developments will also be discussed, especially the 
East-West relations, the Sino-Soviet relations, the American-Soviet rela- 


tions, and the Sino-American relations. 


An evaluation will be made of the non-aligned summit meeting in New Delhi 
where three of ASEAN's partners (Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore) are 
attending. Singapore has reportedly been requested to be ASEAN's coordi- 
nator at the movement's conference. Thailand has sent Mr Nit 
Phibunsongkhram, ambassador attached to the Foreign Ministry, to observe 
the non-aligned summit. 


Before the ASEAN-EEC restricted meeting closes, Foreign Minister Sitthi 
Sawetsila will deliver an address on the future of cooperation between the 


two regional communities. 


All the foreign ministers will be granted a special audience by his majesty 
the king. 
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THAILAND 


CHAT THAI NOT TO SUPPORT AMENDMENT DRAFT 
BK120153 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 12 Mar 83 pp 1, 20 


[Excerpt] The Chat Thai Party last night announced that it would reject 
the constitutional amendment draft at its third reading on March 16. 


The party's latest standpoint was announced by its leader Maj-Cen Praman 
Adireksan after a lengthy meeting during which party executive members 
were reported to be engaged in a heated debate. 


The meeting started at about 6 p.m. but it was not until 10 p.m. that 
Maj-Gen Praman appeared from the meeting room to announce the party's 


decision. . 


The Chat Thai iurty's announcement was preceded by a threat by the right- 
wing "Red Gaur" movement to mobilise their force to counter opponents of 
the constitutional amendment draft yesterday as the number of hunger 
strikers at the Roya) Plaza increased to six. 


Speaking to reporters at the Royal Plaza, former Minister Maj-Gen Sutsai 
Hatsadin said his Red Gaur movement would intervene if the present situa- 
tion expands beyond the limit of the law. 


Maj-Gen Sutsai, who is chairman of the state-run Express Transport 
Organisation's board of directors, stressed that his right-wing movement 


still existed. 


"Members of the Red Gaur are now scattered both in the city aud the 
provinces. [t will not take long for me to mobilise them. We had success- 
fully done that in the past,” Maj-Gen Sutsai who turned up at the Royal 
Plaza to visit the hunger strikers said. 


Somsak Khwanmongkhon, a leading Red Gaur, said if the opporents of the 
draft mobilise mobs to pressure the Parliament on the issue, he would 
mobilise his force to counter it. 


He spoke against the hunger strike ied by Pol Maj Anan Senakhan and Trat MP 
Chalat Worachat, saving that the amendment controversy should be settled 


in the Parliament. 
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"MPs already have full rights as representatives of the people in the 
Parliament. There should not be outside pressure on the parliamentarians,’ 


he said. 


He said the country's democratic system has been developing for 50 years, 
it should be allowed to further develop, gradually. 


"It is not right for some people to claim that the country is now on the 
verge of being taken over by dictatorship,'’ Somsak said. 


The Red Gaur member said he respected MPs, but that people should not re- 
elect the ones who they felt were bad. 


He warned that the hunger strike may put pressure on the military and 
this could lead to a coup d'etat. 


Yesterday, various MPs and politicians including Maj-Gen Sutsai visited 
hunger strikers Pol Maj Anan and Mr Chalat. 


Maj-Gen Sutsai appeared at the strikers protest site in front of the 
Central Security Command, beside the Royal Plaza, at about 11 a.m. and had 
a chat with Mr Chalat before going in to see former activist monk Anan in 


his tent. 

Maj-Gen Sutsai later told reporters, "I am here to see my old friend Chalat 
and not to talk about nolitics." He then turned to Chalat who had 
threatened to commit suicide and urged him not to be "shortsighted." 


After seeing Anan for some 15 minutes Maj-Gen Sutsai then left the site. 
He made no comment on his talks with Pol Maj Anan. 
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THAILAND 


HAN SAYS AMENDMENT SERVES ONLY CIVIL SERVANTS 
BK100618 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 10 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Fourth Army Region Commander Lt-Gen Han Linanon said yesterday that 
he did not understand how the constitution amendment issue could be linked 


to government order No. 66/2525. 


Lt-Gen Han said the draft bill conflicted with the “true objectives" of the 
order. 


“The order is aimed at protecting the interests of the majority, but the 
draft bill is designed to serve only civil servants," he said. 


Lt-Gen Han said that the people did not fully understand why those who 
supported the constitution amendment had claimed that it complemented the 


order. 


"If these two things are related to each other, those people (supporting 
the amendment) should have been able to offer the people a clear explana- 


tion,” he said. 


He expressed opposition to Article 4 of the draft bill, which would enable 
civil servants to hold political posts. 


"Since civil servants already enjoy tremendous powers, it would certainly 
be unfair for them to be eligible to also assume political appointments. 


"The people and MPs are more educated. We should not cite the order to 
amend this article which just serves the interests of the minority." 


Lt-Gen Han said that to have complete democracy, political parties must be 
allowed to develop on their own and something which was new must be put to 
trial, adding that the constitution would be more democratic when the 


transitory clauses expire on April 21. 


He dismissed the argument that it was necessary for the military to seize 
power to propagate democracy. 
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THAILAND 


FORMER CPT LEADER ON CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT 
BKO90829 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 9 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text] Former Central Committee member of the Communist Party of Thailand 
(CPT) Prasoet Sapsunthon said yesterday that the constitution should be 
abolished because it was hampering the country's development. 


Speaking at the panel discussion entitled "The Constitution Amendment: To 
Be Passed or Dropped" at the Chulalongkon University, Prasoet said the 
constitutional amendment would not benefit the people, and that the 
constitution is not the nation's highest law. 


The existing constitution should be abolished, and a new one be enacted 
in its place, he said. 


He stressed that the country's problems could be solved without the con- 
stitution. 


He noted that the constitution was only the principle law but the criminal 
code was higher because it could condemn violators to death. 


He cited order 66/2523, which he said, as a counter-insurgency policy, was 
more important than the constitution. 


He said he was more interested in policy than in the constitution. 


Another panelist, Chat Thai Party deputy leader Dr Anuwat Watthanaphongsiri, 
lashed out at Prasoet's constitution, saying that if the constitution was 
abolished, tanks would move into the streets. 


He noted that if any country regarded policy as being more important than 
the constitution, that country must be governed by the communists. 


Dr Bunthan Dokthaisong of the National Institute of Development Administra- 
tion said that politicians must set their policies to conform with the 


constitution. 
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THAILAND 


OFFICERS’ VIEWS ON POLITICS SUPPORTED 
BK160505 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Mar 83 p 4 


["My View" column by Wichit Wongwain: "When the Military Talks of Democracy, 
We Must Listen"] : 


[Text] The song of democracy is, at long last, being very loudly sung 
though not too harmoniously. 


In a way, this is a very good thing since the public at large is in the 
process being made very much aware of, and educated in, the importance and 
finer points of democracy. 





However, the discordant voices of the various singers have also at the same 
time managed to most unfortunately muddy the waters so that Nai Ko's [Thai 
equivalent to John Doe's] perception of what the whole chorus is all about 
is not only, to say the least, confused, but emotionally dislocating as 
well. Judging from the threats being made and the rhetoric unleashed by 
both sides, the current debate on democracy stemming from the bid by the 
military to amend the constitution is, it seems, right on the brink of a 
slanging slug-fest between two go-for-broke rivals. 


Of course, political parties and politicians are inarguably justified in 
feeling aggrieved and pretty sore at the attempt by the military- 
bureaucratic complex to, in their opinion, forestall the "flowering" of 
democracy at the eleventh hour. Rather like having food-laden dishes 
snatched right from under one's nose by the restaurant staff just as one 
is about to scoop up a tasty spoonful. 


There is no doubt at all that distinguished political figures such as M.B. 
Khukrit [Pramot], Khun Phichai [Rattakun], MP Chalat Worachat, and not 
forgetting Colonel Chamlong Simuang and Phra (of late, that is) Anan, are 
without exception motivated in their opposition to the amendment not by 
mere hunger pangs, but by real and sincere concern about the rooting of 
democracy. As politicians, these admirable souls can be considered the 
equals of the best of men in politics anywhere in the world; their love 
for and dedication to democracy being above reproach and unadulterated by 
any personal motives. 
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However, can the same be said of all politicians and MPs? 


It does seem that we are twwadays being afflicted with some form of polit- 
ical deafness. Though much is being said by all, not a word, it seems, 

is being heard by anyone. This is very alarming because the nation 
appears to be becoming rapidly divided into two camps, each as highly 
charged as the other, and poised to lunge at each other's throat. 


However, putting aside the emotions of the moment and heated words, the 
charges and counter-charges, it will be seen that the move to amend the 
constitution spearheaded by General Athit Kamlangek, Lt-Gen Chaowalit 
Yongchaiyut and Maj-Gen Phichit Kunlawanit--to name but a few highly 
visible advocates--can by no means, or in all fairness, be condemned as 
an undemocratic move though, of course, the timing may have been somewhat 


unfortunate. 


If one studies the messages being transmitted by these soldiers, their 
underlying sincerity as well as the anxiety to plant democracy fully on 
Thai soil is inescapable though the words uszd may not be elegant or 
polished. Further, it is clear beyond reasonable doubt that these military 
men are a different breed from the military barons ruling the roosts in 
some Third World and Latin American countries. 


What these soldiers are advocating is not the continued monopoly of power 
by the armed elite, but an interim and more democratic arrangement prior 

to full democracy. Which, by the way, is not at all umreasonable, or lack- 
ing in sense and logic, when one takes into consideration the conflict and 
turbulence raging in countries neighbouring Thailand. Internally too, 
things are not as stable as they appear to the eye, especially with regard 
to the recent injection of an unknown factor into the body politic of the 
country, namely mass defections by local communists, and a possible change 
of tactics by the CPT [Communist Party of Thailand]. 


Objectively speaking, the political physiology of Thailand is at present 
such that realities have created a condition wherein open military rule, 
as in the past five decades, is no longer viable. And on the other hand, 
neither is full democracy, i.e., as practised by the Europeans and North 


Americans. 


Judging from the army's white papers, and statements made from this quarter, 
it is evident that the military recognises the inviability of open military 
rule. This is the main message, and as such, this admission constitutes a 
significant victory for the forces of democracy. 


It is therefore more the pity that political parties missed this important 
point, and quite puzzling that the burial of naked military rule by mili- 
tary officers themselves should be greeted with so much suspicion, anger 


and resentment. 


The move to amend the constitution is in effect a Thai Magna Carta, long 
overdue. A giant step in the right direction. 
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The rejection of the overtures made by the military at this moment, and in 
the right direction besides, by those who love democracy would in its wake 
bring about a number of negative consequences. For instance, the rejection 
could lead to the strengthening of undemocratic elements within the 
military-bureaucratic complex, and the military would henceforth become 
bitterly anti-democratic. Or worse, radical officers might misread the 
situation and perhaps even embark upon socialistic adventures--a sort of 
"Thai way to socialism"--at the point of drawn pistols. 


Incidentally, the rooting of democracy involves more, much more, than the 
exclusion of military officers and civil servants from Parliament and 
political power. Especially in a situation such as ours where power has 
long resided in hands other than its people, the cooperation of the power 
elite, or the establishment, is necessary for the orderly transition to 
full democracy. For instance, take the case of Japan and West Germany, 
now regarded as the most stable and forward-looking democracies in the 
world. Democracy would not have taken root had not the United States, 
then a foreign occupying power, guided and assisted in the birth of real 
democracy in the two countries. 


It is humiliating perhaps to be guided by the powers-that-be toward 
democracy, but objectively speaking, infinitely less painful than being 


prodded toward a classless and cloudless paradise by dictatorial revolu- 
tionaries or radicalised soldiers, or other similar fates. 
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THAILAND 


"BANGKOK POST' EDITORIAL ON EVE OF AMENDMENT VOTE 
BK160229 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Mar 83 p 4 


{Editorial: "Let Reason Prevail") 


{Text] History will be made today when Parliament determines the fate of 
the Siam Democratic Party's bill to provide a lease of legislative life 

to the Senate and modify the voting system to be used in the June 12 
elections. Stormclouds have been gathering for weeks over the issue and 
so many views have been expressed and so many opinions voiced and con- 
mitted to paper that the vote itself may well prove something of an anti- 


climax. 


In the course of the debate--both in and out of Parliament--emotions and 
tempers have reached fever pitch with all the attendant protests ard 
bizarre manifestations of our homegrown brand of democracy--hunger strikes, 
ritual cursing ceremonies, special policy alerts and even a bizarre threat 
by one MP to commit suicide if the draft amendment passes its final reading. 


As "pro" and “anti” protesters rally for a showdown outside Parliament and 
MPs and senators prepare to exercise the responsibilities they have been 
elected and appointed for, we must retain our sense of proportion. The 
deluge of rhetoric, hysteria, exhibitionism and rumour-mongering has caused 
the issues to become blurred and magnified to a point which defies 
rationality, logic and common sense with the clear implication being that 
our survival as a nation depends on the outcome of this vote. 


This is the stuff of which nonsense is made. Today Parliament will exer- 
cise a democratic function--nothing more, nothing less. Certainly it has 
been subjected to pressure from lobbyists and disruptive elements who, if 
they could only view their actions objectively, would see themselves as 
hindering rather than helping the natural course of democracy. But this 
is nothing new. Parliament has faced such attempts at intimidation before 


and then gone on to do its duty. 


We have no reason to believe that today will be any different, providing, 
of course, that everyone involved places national unity and stability above 
all else and appreciates the fact that the nation's destiny is determined 
in the parliamentary chamber--and not in the streets outside. Surely we 
have learned that lesson by now. 
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ns THAILAND 


OPPONENTS, SUPPORTERS OF AMENDMENT CLASH 


Clash at Royal Plaza 


BK160355 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Mar 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] Supporters and opponents of the Siam Democratic Party constitu- 
tion amendment draft nearly came to blows last night at the Royal Plaza 
after a number of soldiers criticised the opponents through loudspeakers 


on a van. 


Some 200 opponents of the draft surrounded the van and another unidentified 
group started to abuse the soldiers and throw objects at the van. The 
group also pushed and shoved the crowd who then began to rock the vehicle 
until it was nearly overturned. The van however managed to move away from 


the crowd. 


Four soldiers appeared in the van at about 8:30 p.m. and began to address 
the crowd through the loudspeakers. The soldiers, only one of whom was 
wearing uniform, identified themselves as belonging to a group which 
supports the amendment. 


Second Army Region Chief-of-Staff Special Col Charuai Nimdit who led the 
soldiers in the van told reporters that he had come to “explain the game 
outside Parliament," and warned the crowd to "be careful the reservists 


might be unleashed.” 


He said that the amendment is a matter for MPs and senators to decide in 
Parliament and that First Army Division Commander Maj-Gen Phichit 
Kuniawanit “has no intention to exercise. Soldiers don't want to do it, 
but if things get chaotic then the soldiers will have to act." 


He said that he came as a member of the public to express his democratic 
rights and that personally he likes MP Chalat Worachat but his threat to 
commit suicide is the act of a bad loser. 


A crowd of about 200 people then surrounded the truck to prevent it from 
moving. During the commotion objects and abuses were thrown at the 


soldiers. 
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Police Placed on Alert 


BK160357 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Mar 83 p 3 


[Excerpt] The police were placed on alert yesterday for possible trouble 
stemming from demonstrations connected with the constitutional amendment 


draft. 


However, they were told to exercise extreme caution and not to use force. 


Police Chief Pol Gen Narong Mahanon yesterday ordered all units placed on 
standby while the special action and patrol sub-division and the Special 
Warfare and Anti Terrorist (SWAT) forces were also alerted. 


Police stations located along highways leading into Bangkok were ordered 
to set up checkpoints to search for arms and explosives. 


The railways police were also told to be on the look-out for large groups 
of passengers travelling from upcountry. 


Police on duty in areas where protests are underway were banned from carry- 
ing weapons and were told to remain calm in their dealings with protesters. 
They were also told to watch for the "Third Hand" which might use any 
trouble to their own advantage. 


Two to four fire-engines were also stationed at Dusit Zoo for emergencies. 
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THAILAND 


NDP TO STAND FIRM ON AMENDMENT SUPPORT 
BK140550 Bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 14 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] The National Democracy Party (NDP) is standing firm on its support 
to the draft constitution amendment scheduled for debate in the final read- 
ing in Parliament on Wednesday, one of its executives said on the weekend. 


NDP deputy party leader Prayun Suraniwong confirmed his party's move 
toward the issue despite the recent resignation of party Secretary General 
Dr Athit Urairat who strongly protested against the NDP's stand on the 


controversy. 


Dr Athit strongly attacked NDP members for casting their ballots for the 
draft amendment which seeks to retain lawmaking powers of the Senate and 
permit government officials to take political posts. 


Prayun, brushing aside Dr Athit's verbal attack, said NDP MPs would con- 
tinue throwing their support to the amendment and expressed confidence that 
the draft which was recently passed in the second reading would be nodded 
by assemblymen in the final stage. 


The NDP deputy leader said his party members will meet tomorrow to make 
their final decision on the draft amendment--one day before Parliament 
convenes to debate the draft amendment in the final reading. 


He said party members would also select two leading members as acting 
secretary general and deputy secretary general. They will replace Dr Athit 
who decided to join the Social Action Party and Col Udom Thawiwat who 


switched to the Chat Thai Party. 


Prayun predicted that either former Commerce Minister Ob Wasurat or former 
Deputy Foreign Minister Wong Phonnikon would be elected as acting secretary 


general. 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL ON INDIAN DIPLOMATIC, MONETARY AID TO SRV 
BKO80209 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 8 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: “India's Credibility Put to the Test"] 


[Text] It is undeniable that "war" and "development" are opposite paths 
of conduct, with one aborting the other. India has somehow been exploring 
these two contradictory paths simultaneously. 


Although New Delhi has deployed no troops in Kampuchea, it has been one of 
the few countries to have maintained close relations with war-like Vietnam 
and established diplomatic relations with the puppet regime of Heng 

Samrin. Having cordial relations with any country, of course, is India's 
exclusive right as a sovereign state. But supporting the invader of 
another country and recognising the administrator who came into office 

with the support of foreign forces implies that India has not respected a 
crucial principle of the United Nations Charter--the outlawing of all kinds 


of war. 


The contention is not without a ring of truth. India's handling of the 
ongoing non-aligned summit conference merely affirms that this is the case. 
By unfairly barring Democratic Kampuchea, a legitimate member of the move- 
ment, from attending the New Delhi summit, the Indian host appears to 
undermine the Non-Aligned Movement's significant principle of opposing any 
violation of the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of 


another country. 


Interestingly enough, it was India which during 19/8-81 extended credits to 
the Vietnamese warmakers totalling U.S.$75 million, plus economic assistance 
in other forms. This was, of course, New Delhi's sole business until it 
recently sought a huge loan from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 


The ADB, like the other international institutions, was established par- 
tially on the assumption that once people live prosperously, war would be 
prevented. Thus, the peaceful countries of the region deserve the right to 
be assured that the ADB's limited funds would not be tapped in such a way 
as to provide financial support for Vietnam's military expedition in 
Kampuchea. The question has to be asked: Is India really in need of such 
a huge development loan when it could generously spare a U.S.$75-million 
credit to an aggressor nation? 
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However, that does not represent the whole story. India’s wish to borrow 
from the ADB places in some doubt New Delhi's trustworthiness. When the 
ADB was founded in 1967, India guaranteed that it would never borrow from 
the ADB if it was given the prestige of a permanent vice-presidency of the 
bank. The seat was granted and the gentlemen's agreement recorded. 


Now, after 15 years of enjoying the vice-president's mandatory power over 
ADB's operations and procurements, India has seemed to go back on its ow 
word. Perhaps valuing the price of honour lower than that of a loan, New 
Delhi contended that such a promise had never been given. India argued 
that it was entitled to the ADB's fund and cited its experience with the 
World Bank and the International Development Association to support its 


case. 


But, in the words of former ADB President T. Yoshida at the 14th ADB annual 
meeting in 1980, the ADB cannot be compared to the World Bank, which is far 
better off in both administrative structure and financial management capa- 
bility. He also emphasised that lending priority should be given to the 
traditional borrowers rather than any new borrowing country which is very 
big and has such huge loan planning like India. 


India's access to the ADB's limited funds would in effect be a heavy 
financial blow to the peace-loving and well-behaved countries which have 
vigorously contributed all their energies to domestic development. 
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SAIYUT SAYS SENATE TO MEET ON AMENDMENT STAND 
BK120217 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 12 Mar 83 p 20 


[Text] The Senate would meet either on March 14 or 15 to reaffirm the four 
principles in their stand on the constitutional amendment draft, Armed 
Forces Supreme Commander Gen Saiyut Koetphon said yesterday. 


Before he left for Seoul yesterday to attend the U.S.-Korean combined force 
command exercise code-named "Team Spirit ‘'83," Gen Saiyut said that the 


Senate would vote: 

--In accordance with the people's wishes; 
--To maintain order and security; 

--In accordance with righteousness; and 


--To preserve the national interest. 


He said the Senate still holds on to these four principles, and that a 
meeting would be held to reaffirm the Senate standpoint before the third 
and final reading on March 16 of the constitutional amendment draft tabled 


by the Siam Democratic Party. 


Gen Saiyut said he foresaw no problem during the period leading up to the 
third reading of the draft and that he did not believe that the amendment 


dispute would turn violent. 


iyut was seen off at Don Muang airport yesterday morning by several 
usage ranking military officers. 


In a related issue, leader of the National Democratic Party who had just 
left the monkhood, Gen Kriangsak Chamanan, yesterday said that the present 
constitution would bring about a more stable government, but that he would 


not mind it would be amended. 


The former prime minister said the constitution is "quite democratic” but 
that it was up to the majority in the Parliament should it consider that it 


needed to be amended. 
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"In the democratic system, we have to listen to and accept the decision of 
the majority," Gen Kriangsak said. 


Gen Kriangsak said he believed that the electorate still was not familiar 
with the single constituency/party voting system which would be used in 
the coming election. 


“The government should have educated the people in advance if this system 
is to be enforced. But no such action has been taken," he said. 


Asked if he thinks there would be any repercussion if the amendment draft 
were endorsed, Gen Kriangsak said he believes that there would be problems 


no matter what the result would be. 


He immediately added, however, that the public and all parties concerned 
should accept the Parliament's decision. 


On the resignation of his party's Secretary General Dr Athit Urairat, 
Gen Kriangsak said personally he wanted Dr Athit to stay on, but it was 
his wish to resign. 
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THAILAND 


REFUGEES REFUSE FOOD TO PROTEST CAMP LOCATION 
BK120224 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 12 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] About 9,000 Kampuchean refugees evacuated from Nong Chan camp after 
it was overrun by Vietnamese-led forces in late January are refusing to 
accept food aid because they claim that their new refuge is within the 
range of Vietnamese artillery. 


The refugees were shifted by Special Task Force 80 and the United Nations 
Border Relief Operation (UNBRO) to a camp opposite Ban Doi Lum, Ta Phraya 
District, Prachin Buri Province. The camp, about two kilometres inside 
Kampuchea, is allegedly only two kilometres from a Vietnamese base. 


The refugees want Thai and UN authorities to consider moving them to Nong 
Samet, previously known as Camp 007, because they believe it would be safer 
there. Nong Samet is about two kilometres from Ban Doi Lum. 


A reliable source told the BANGKOK POST yesterday that the refugees had 
refused food provided by international agencies on Thursday to show their 
dissatisfaction at being settled in the new camp. 


It was not known if the protest continued yesterday but the source said that 
UN authorities were hesitant to enter the camp at the moment. 


The 9,000 Kampucheans are among 30,000 refugees shifted to Ang Sila in the 
wake of the Vietnamese attack. 


Ang Sila camp was evacuated the following month after a Vietnamese artillery 
barrage killed seven persons and injured more than 30 others. The 9,000 
were first sent to Non Sombun camp and were later shifted, for security 
reasons, to the camp opposite Ban Doi Lun. 


Meanwhile, field military sources said fighting was continuing deep inside 
Kampuchea between Khmer Rouge resistance forces and Vietnamese troops. 


The sources said the fighting was concentrated near Highway 502, Mark Huen 
Mountain Range and a pro-Sihanouk settlement. 


The sources said that five Vietnamese-led troops were killed and four wounded 
in another clash opposite the border town of Aranyaprathet. 
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THAILAND 


CHAOWALIT INTERVIEWED ON CONSTITUTION ISSUE 
BK130400 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 13 Mar 83 p 5 


{"“Excerpt™ from interview with Army Assistant Chief of Staff Lt Gen 
Chaowalit Yongchaiyut by BANGKOK POST reporter Yuwadi Thanyasiri; date and 
place not given] 


[Text] Question: What is the army's aim in getting involved in the cur- 
rent constitutional amendment? 


Answer: First, I would like to explain that I really don't like to make 
any comment at the moment because it could again cause misunderstanding. 


The army has nothing to do with the constitutional amendment, that is the 
role of Parliament. We want to maintain a peaceful atmosphere and under- 
standing and would like to stress that the army has not done anything to 
create political unrest. 


The public seems to see the current move to amend the constitution as being 
a big event while it is just a common event especially in a developing 
society. The army's role is small compared to the political parties and 
all parties concerned want to find the best political solution for the 


country. 


We have to go back and carefully analyse our social problems otherwise 
everything could be misunderstood and confused. We believe that our society 
is rapidly changing towards a capitalist and free democratic system. 


uc society is not properly developed the system could turn into a 
monopoly capitalism. This could adversely affect our society, create 
unfairness in income distribution and other social injustices. We are 
trving to breach this social gap as well as other problems which come from 
a monopolised capitalist system. 


[n this system only a small group of people will benefit and hold power over 
the country’s economy. Most important of all, they may gradually take over 
in politics to further expand their economic interests. 





The army has made it clear that it would try to correct this situation and 
this way of thinking is reflected in the prime minister's orders 66/2523 
and 65/2525. These are not just ordinary orders but important policies 
aimed at winning a war which could lead the country to disaster if we lose, 
or peace if we win. 


These policies are aimed at eliminating injustices in the country's economic, 
social and political spheres. Victory over the communists is a fight to 
overcome all forms of the unrighteousness in the country. To bring suc- 

cess to the country we must have proper policies and regulations or laws 

to endorse these policies. 


According to administrative principles, policies are considered more impor- 
tant and while policies may change there still has to be laws to endorse 
them. Therefore we have to formulate all social regulations and rules to 
suit the policies. This is what we are doing. 


We are obliged to step in and correct everything which is unfair in society, 
obstructs the path of the country's development and the people's well-being. 
All of the laws and regulations which create social injustice must be 


corrected. 


we are well aware that the constitution is the highest law of the country 
but the constitution will also have to respond to policies. The labour law 
also has to change to give justice for all parties. 


The election law which affects the people's political right and freedom 
must also be amended. This also includes the law governing the press-- 
the Revolutionary Council Order No. 42. Everything which obstructs social 
development will have to go. This is the intention of the army. 


it is necessary that the army expresses its opinions on political problems 
because we must use politics to win the war against communism and eliminate 


a “war condition.” 


Some people have spoken out against this and this shows that they do not 
fully understand the objectives of the army. They have said that the army 
has not made it clear on what it means by politics. 


Our document says that politics is expanding the rights and freedom of the 
people and sovereignty truly belongs to all the people. The army fully 
understands the current state of confusion of opinions and the true objec- 
tives of those who move against the line of the army. 


We have also praised them for sticking to their own line and have never 
thought of them as our enemies. We respect the academicians for their 
professionalism and their knowledge and the institutions they are from. 
But they also have to respect the people who have also fought for polit- 
ical rights with their flesh and blood. 





The army's political role can determine the country's future and pros- 
perity. We realise that there are a lot of movements concerning the draft 
and we respect such movements. It is a pity, however, to see that many 
students who have moved on this issue still lack sufficient experience and 
don't know the true meaning of "politics." 


It is not quite right that some academicians are behind the students' 
movement. We should allow the students to independently express their 
views and accept the opinions of all parties. 


we have already declared our stance that we will encourage any movement 
that has good motives. 


Question: In your opinion, will the constitutional amendment draft bill 
pass the final reading in Parliament? 


Answer: At the moment it is difficult to say if it will pass or not. It 
all depends on the decision of each party. 


Question: Will there be any problem should the draft bill fail to pass the 
final reading? 


Answer: If it doesn't pass we will try again to have a constitution which 
is in line with our stance. Everything must go according to the rules. 
The army commander-in-chief has already made this point clear. 


Question: With the final reading about to begin people are afraid that 
violent and untoward incidents may occur. Is this true? 


Answer: From which side? Everyone has the right to express their opposi- 
tion. People who are doing everything to achieve their goal however must 
ask themselves what they really want in the first place. 

If they want honesty, justice and full democratic rule which will benefit 
the country, then they should go ahead because everyone wants to share 
these things as well. 


Such a move is praiseworthy and should be supported. But it must be done 
according to the rules. Don't do anything which is not in accordance with 
Thai society. Using violence to fan conflict is not good and will, as 
previously proven, eventually lead to defeat. 


Question: How do you feel about the dissatisfied reaction by some parlia- 
mentarians over the draft bill? 


Answer: As I mentioned before, our objective was to have Parliament con- 
vened and after it was reconvened we stopped. The movement is their busi- 
ness. we just want them to play the game within the rules. 


we want to make it clear to those who have constant nightmares of the right 
way of thinking. Everything is determined by society; the form of society 
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which is developing. That is why I described to you the social conditions 
which I hope you will understand. If we let society turn out that way, 
what would happen? 


Question: And how long will it take to solve such social problems? 


Answer: As I have already said, no matter what we do, we must stick to the 
true principles. Therefore, no matter how long it will take, we must not 
waver and not deviate onto a wrong course. One day we will achieve our 


goal. 


Question: After each election capitalists and influential people continue 
being elected to Parliament. How can we solve this problem? 


Answer: We all share the same view on this problem. Everyone claims that 
their action is done with the interests of the people in mind, emphasising 
that he is a representative of the people. I wonder to what extent the 
representatives of the people have actually gone to safeguard the interests 
of the majority? As to the problem concerning senators, why is it that 
when I talk about them, people come up with the idea that the senators must 
come from people who wear "green uniforms’’? 


we believe that senators should be representative of people of all occupa- 
tions which can be divided into five groups--farmers; labourers and work- 
ers; businessmen, merchants and bankers; civil servants, military offi- 
cers, policemen and civilians; journalists, academicians and other people 


who have “independent professions." 


We don't think that senators must be commanders from this or that division. 
This is now an old-fashioned idea. 


Question: So new senators to be appointed will be “new faces"? 


Answer: Don't forget that this is not our job. What I have proposed above 
are just ideas. We have to make proposals and express ideas but the task 
of implementing them belongs to others. Our duty is just to present ideas 


and propose them. 


Question: Is it true that the constitutional amendment move is aimed at 
paving the way for army commander-in-chief to become prime minister, a 
move widely criticised by many people? 


Answer: People who make such criticisms are those who are experiencing 
nightmares. We have to help pull these people out of their nightmare; to 
wake them up so that they can open their eyes and look at the current 
circumstances and reality. We cannot excuse them. Let's forget the 


nightmares. 


Question: Is it true that the confusing state in the society at present is 
because the military have made so much headway on the government order 
66/2523 that other people, including administrators, cannot catch up with 
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them, thus resulting in lack of coordination among various groups of 
people? 


Answer: It is not wrong to say so. Though we have tried to clarify this 
policy some people still misunderstand it. The main objectives of this 
order are to give greater freedom for the people, to eliminate dictator- 
ship and all vices and to reduce the economic gap within society. 


These are the main aims of the order. But it is related to a "war condi- 
tion" which must be eliminated. I would like to elaborate by saying that 
if the Communist Party of Thailand (CPT) were to seize power it would be 
more violent than that of the Khmer Rouge. The CPT has chosen the most 
violent way to seize power--through armed struggle. 


Despite the CPT has used violent means [as published] they still cannot 
win. Therefore the most important point we must consider in fighting the 
communists is to first eliminate the "war conditicn." Even if the war 
situation is eliminated we have to destroy the enemy's thoughts their 
party or United Front. [as published] 


But we still have to remind ourselves not to touch the United Front yet 
because individuals in the front hold the power at present, like those 
involved in log poaching and illegal mining. 


They have a lot of money, get elected and become MPs and in the future may 
become ministers. If we take them on intentionally or unintentionally it 

is dangerous for us. So we want to destroy the party first from the out- 

Side. We have a lot of methods to destroy it from the inside. 


Then we can start to build our society, reach an understanding, build the 
foundation of the society well so as to destroy the United Front. This 
will take time. 


Question: What are your thoughts on an MP's threat to commit suicide if 
the constitution is amended? 


Answer: 1 have no thoughts in this respect at all. Everyone has the right 
to die for moral reasons if they think that it is the right thing to do. 
One thing I want to say is that the right understanding has to be reached 
to break out of this thinking. He must listen and respect the opinions of 
others and then he will realise whether he is right or wrong. 


Juestion: If he dies there may be other "mobs" that will come out. 


Answer: what mobs are you so worried about? The students are still young, 
they get attached to people, they are innocent, lack experience and have 

tot touched the real meaning of it all. If they mobilise in what they 
think is right then go ahead so we can all help in mobilising because we 


all have the same aim. 





Question: If the students are still innocent, someone could try to influ- 
ence them. What would you do? 


Answer: Well it's up to the press. You must convey our message so that 
they understand. My aim is for you to convey all the feelings that I have 
told you whether it's wrong or right or how it will be criticised, that's 
up to them. But these are my true feelings. I hope you won't make too 
many comments because it is a very sensitive time. I have spoken most 
clearly today and from the heart, the army has nothing to hide. 


Question: But what will you do since the people still have the old image 
of the army? 


Answer: Why don't you help to make them understand that today's soldiers 
are not like those in the past? 


Question: Well it is understandable that people would think that soldiers 
and civil servants might be involved in the attempt to extend the power of 
the Senate because there are no other groups that are interested in this. 


Answer: Why must we always touch that every time? Bull's eye every time, 
really strange. And after you touch it you won't let it go too! 


Question: Why didn't the soldiers clarify themselves about the constitu- 
tional amendment issue from the beginning so the situation wouldn't be so 


chaotic? 


Answer: Is it chaotic now? I don't see how, this is the way it must be. 
Question: It's quite near to chaos at the moment. 


Answer: Is it near to chaos? So there must be something going on. Why 
didn’t you tell me anything? 


Question: Those who oppose the amendment say they will put up protest 
posters all over the city. 


Answer: What for? It's a waste of money. 


Question: Why haven't the soldiers tried to reach more of an understanding 
with the intellectuals? 


Answer: We have tried but people won't understand. I issued explanation 
papers and there is still no understanding. They should read it 10 times 
and maybe they would understand it better. Some of them haven't even read 
it and yet they say they don't understand it. 


I have told you the issue has only two important points, freedom and the 
rights of the people. Everyone in Parliament agrees with the proposed 


electoral system. 
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The multi-constituency, individual candidate voting system will give more 
freedom. But if we want the ideal situation then parties shouldn't have 
to field candidates for at least half the number of available seats, and 


MPs should have to belong to a party. 





Anything which has limitations shouldn't be used, but we don't want to talk 
or comment about this because we accept that it is the intention of the 
constitution. They want a political party system so we shut our mouths 
because we don't want it to affect anyone. 


If they accept that the old intention of the constitution (about the elec- 
toral system) is not right, why won't they accept the point about the 
senators which will be another group to represent the public. And civil 
servants are another way out for the government. We don't even know who 
will be the new government but why say that the military will become the 


new government? 


And if we think that Minister Michai Ruchupan is a capable man why won't 
we use him? Anyone that will become the prime minister can say whether he 
he wants such people or not, amending the constitution is just to open the 


way to this alternative. 


But they don't think like us. They just think about the beginning but we 
think through to the end, they think only about form but we think about 


the quality too. 


Question: The opponents of the draft are now not against the principles 
behind the draft but rather the persons supporting the draft. How do you 


feel about this? 


Answer: That's a matter of a personal view. If they oppose individuals, 
are they afraid that a soldier will become the prime minister? And if a 
soldier becomes a prime minister, is that so bad? Tell us straight. How 
can a soldier become a prime minister when there is going to be an elec- 
tion? What about an ex-soldier? It is sad that anyone who is dressed in 


green is looked at as an enemy of the nation. 


Question: Why haven't the soldiers stayed quiet until after the elections? 
Then if things get chaotic the soldiers can intervene as before with the 
support of the public without having to invest so much energy. 


Answer: We haven't invested anything in this matter, we've just invested 
a few words that's all. 


Question: Maybe the army's explanation will make the SDP draft pass the 
third reading. 


Answer: Is there a lot of importance, win or lose as you see it? 


Question: But you can see that even some of the soldiers don't understand 
the amendment attempt and that's why they have come out to oppose it. 
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Answer: It's normal to have a difference of opinion. Don't forget that 
this game has got to be on the right path, played with honesty. 


Question: Are you worried about the situation before the voting on the 
third reading takes place? 


Answer: Think carefully about it. There is nothing to worry about. We 
shouldn't ask old questions. Oh, ho, October 14th will happen, it's 
impossible. At least the students have more understanding though they 
may get misled but they are clever because they know it will not bring 
any benefit to the country. They invited me to speak but I didn't go 
because it will just increase the conflict. 


Question: Some groups in Parliament are said to be capitalising on the 
amendment issue by exploiting the situation for their own benefit, do you 
feel anything about that? 


Answer: If it is like that then you shouldn't be worried about the third 
reading which should certainly pass Parliament. You see Parliament wants 
to have 100 percent of what they want but we can't always have what we want. 
If we help then things will get better, because the parliamentary system 

is the best system to get representatives of the people to administer the 
country. 


For us other systems do not fit the social situation in Thailand. We have 
to start from not good to good, from small to large. The society should 
not deteriorate, especially Thai society. 


CSO: 4200/416 
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THAILAND 


EDITORIAL VIEWS NONALIGNED SUMMIT 
BK140326 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 14 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "Nonaligned Meet: Tribute to the Bard"] 


[Text] The nations of the world which call themselves non-aligned, many 

of them very aligned indeed, have finally wrapped up a contentious summit 
meeting that was six months late and a day over its schedule. Wrangling 
over issues as important as Afghanistan and Kampuchea was interspersed with 
weighty matters such as whether the Indian Government was serving beef to 
delegates in the capital of the Hindu nation. The presidents, prime min- 
isters, sheikhs, amirs and lesser delegates from 100 nations must be shaking 
their heads in amazement as they return to their own desks to work today. 


We certainly are. 


The non-aligned summit decided that there were foreign forces in Afghanistan 
and Kampuchea, and that it would be better for the world if those foreigners 
would leave. For reasons that escape us completely, the identity of the 
foreign troops was not made public. This is despite the fact that even the 
Soviet and Vietnamese Governments have told their own sheltered citizens 
their troops have been abroad for some four years. Summit participants 
finally agreed after a ferocious wrangle which carried the conference into 
an extraordinary sixth day Saturday, that it would be nice if Iran and Iraq 
would stop fighting. No one was willing to go past that statement. 


Hostess Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, who to her credit managed to erase 
some of the crudeness left on the movement's image while it was under the 
chairmanship of the crude Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro, was neverthe- 
less apparently unable to inject much common sense. The summit set up and 
then punched out the usual absent straw men: The Israelis for their actions 
in the Middle East; the South Africans for apartheid; the British for 
"invading" the Faikland Islands; the Americans for supporting Israel and 

for developing nuclear weapons and for opposing the Soviet Union, as nearly 
as we can make out the final communiques. 


Yet, again as nearly as we can make out, there was not a single move for- 
ward on any of the very important issues which divide and even threaten the 
world today. On some issues--say, the advisability of a new world economic 
order--it was a case of believers talking to the committed. On others, it 
appeared to be a case of the helpless appealing to the absent. 


59 








Kampuchea and Afghanistan remain occupied by foreign troops from bigger, 
stronger, bullying neighbours. The Kampuchean Government remains unseated 
from its place in the movement. The arms race continues. The Iran-Iraq 
war is nowhere near a solution. Palestinians remain homeless. 


After two years of buildup and two weeks of frantic activity, the non- 
aligned meetings which climaxed with last week's summit appears better to 
have been described by Shakespeare in "Macbeth." The bard lived in 
simpler times, of course, but his description of an event in that play 
inevitably comes to mind: "...full of sound and fury, signifying 


nothing." 


CSO: 4200/416 
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THAILAND 


PASSAGE OF AMENDMENT SEEN AS UNCERTAIN 
BK140552 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 14 Mar 83 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpts] Democrat MP Chalat Worachat yesterday vowed to continue his 
hunger strike until he dies if the constitutional amendment draft passed 


its final reading on Wednesday. 


Meanwhile three more students joined the hunger strike yesterday, bringing 
the total number of protesters to 12. 


Speaking to more than 3,000 people in front of the Internal Security Conm- 
mand Building at the Royal Plaza, Chalat said that former Pol Maj Anan 
Senakhan would return to the monkhood after the third and final reading 
of the Siam Democratic Party's bill to amend the constitution. 


Chalat, an MP for Trat who began his hunger strike four days ago, spoke 
for half an hour last night to explain why he opposed the amendment draft. 


Anan also gave a speech, telling the crowd that he left the monkhood 
because he wanted to protect the interests of the people. 


He said that although the bill was backed by army officers, at least two 
army generals remained opposed to it. Ome of these generals, he said, 
"could spearhead a campaign to oppose the amendment draft." 


Anan said that a second senior military officer also "will not allow any 
group of people to monopolise power” in the matter. 


Regarding promises by political parties to vote against the bill in the 
third reading, Anan said he was not confident that they would keep their 
promises. He claimed that one party which had promised to oppose the bill 
had more political tricks than any of the others. 


He also alleged that one such party was already split into two groups--the 
first one headed by the party leader and the other by its secretary-general. 


This meant, according to Anan's speech, that at least 10 of the party's MPs 
were expected to vote for the draft. 
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Meanwhile Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Chuan Likphai said yester- 
day that the announcement by the Chat Thai Party to vote against the 
amendment draft has caused uncertainty on whether the bill would pass its 
final reading in Parliament. 


Mr Chuan said that he believed the bill would be approved as expected if 
senators who voted for it in the first and second readings did not change 
their minds in the final reading. 


"But, if the Chat Thai Party sticks to what it has said, I feel a bit 
uncertain about the bill's passage," said Chuan who is deputy leader of 
the Democrat Party. 


He added that although some political party leaders plan to vote against 
the draft, they were afraid that their party members might vote for it. 


"In this respect, problems might emerge in the final reading if party 
members cheat on their leaders in the voting," Chuan said. 


He added that although the Democrat Party had stood firm all along in 
opposing the bill, the party would hold another meeting to discuss the 


issue. 
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THAILAND 


SPOKESMAN URGES NO CHANGE IN AUSTRALIAN POLICY 
BKO80227 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 8 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Foreign Ministry spokesman Chet Sutcharitkun yesterday welcomed the 
Labour Party victory in Australia's general election on Saturday. 


But he said he hoped there would be no great changes in the basic prin- 
ciples of Australian foreign policy, especially on Southeast Asia. 


Asked about a report that the Australian Government, under Labour Prime 
Minister-designate Bob Hawke, might resume economic aid to Vietnam, Mr Chet 
said: "We do not oppose aid to Vietnam, but we would like the new Labour 
government to consider carefully why most European countries have stopped 
giving aid to that country and why Vietnam is isolated from other coun- 


tries.” 


He warned that it was over-optimistic to think that if economic aid was 
given to Vietnam, it would draw away from the Soviet Union, as an Australia 


Labour Party spokesman has suggested. 


"No country in the world will be able to pull Vietnam from Russia," Mr Chet 
said. 


He recalled that in 1974 the Labour administration of Gough Whitlam had 
tried hard to improve cooperation and relations between Australia and 
ASEAN. Britain had just joined the EEC, causing severe problems for the 
Australian economy. Mr Chet said he hoped the new Labour government would 


follow the same policy. 


He warned that the Australian Government should weigh its interests in 
ASEAN countries against its interests in others in the same area. 


He also said he hoped the new government would not do anything to weaken 
attempts by the ASEAN to bring peace and stability to the region--espe- 
cially its efforts to solve the Kampuchea problem. 


Referring to assertions by Labour that it would vote to remove the Demo- 
cratic Kampuchean coalition government from its seat at the UN, but would 
not vote for the Heng Samrin regime, Mr Chet said the Australian Government 
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should sympathise with the Khmer resistance groups, who had become the 
victims of Vietnamese aggression. 


He said: “Justice should be done to the Khmer resistance as victims of 
aggression. If nothing is done for them, it will ‘Se a great punishment 
to then.” 


In Singapore, government sources said renewed Australian aid to Vietnam 
would adversely affect ASEAN efforts to get Hanoi to withdraw its troops 


from Kampuchea. 


Australia's small aid programme to Vietmam was cut by the Conservative 
government of Malcolm Fraser in protest against the invasion of Kampuchea. 
Australia last year also provided U.S.$2.5 million in food and medical aid 
to the two non-communist elements in the Democratic Kampuchean coalition. 


Vietnam has not yet commented on the Labour Party victory. Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach gave a careful reply to questions from foreign reporters in 
Hanoi last month on his views of a possible Labour win. 


CSO: 4200/415 





THAILAND 


GOVERNMENT TROOPS CAPTURE CPT-HELD VILLAGES 
BKO70158 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 7 Mar 83 p 5 


[Text] Nan--Government troops captured three of 11 villages under con- 
munist control and destroyed 40 huts suspected of being used by insurgents 
during an offensive conducted in this northern province late last week as 
part of a large counter-insurgency operation. 


Huge quantities of communist propaganda and equipment were seized during 
the five-day offensive, which ended late last week. 


Four government soldiers were reportedly killed and 30 others were being 
treated at Phra Mongkut Hospital in Bangkok for injuries suffered in the 


offensive. 


No figure was given for insurgent casualties, but they are believed to be 
higher. 


Codenamed "Operation Suriyaphong," the suppression drive began on 
February 28 and is expected to last until the end of this month. 


The 2,000-strong government force comprises rangers, border patrol police, 
the cavalry and infantrymen. 


The drive's goal is to capture the Communist Party of Thailand's (CPT) 
operation zone 4 which covers an area oi 200 square kilometres and includes 
ll villages in Pua and Thung Chang Districts, on the border with Laos. 
About 2,000 insurgents, mainly Lahu tribesmen, operate in the area. 


Under the command of Col Ruthai Watcharobon, the commander of the 32nd 
Joint Civilian-Police-Military (Po-To-To) Force in Nan Province, the 
troops went into action at dawn on February 28. 


Twenty helicopters, including four gunships, flew the troops to a jungle 
landing from Thung Chang and Huai Kron villages. 


The target area was later bombarded with 175 mm artillery and OV10 and 
"Spooky" planes made air strikes. 








Heavy fighting flared between government forces and the communists after 
six of seven helicopters, severely damaged by rebel fire, successfully 
landed in the area. 


One helicopter was forced to return to base after its pilot, Capt Somchai 
Daengcharoen, was hit in the right leg. 


Reinforcements were sent in by helicopter on March 2 and two days later 
government forces had captured the three villages--the rebel command base 
of Nam Chang, Ngom Pao, which housed a base camp of the CPT's Unit 304, 


and Pong Ma Khan. 


Forty nuts in the villages, used to house insurgents, were burned down. 


The most recent report, sent on March 4, said government forces and 
insurgents were engaged in a fierce battle for the control of a mountain 
recess capable of holding about 100 people. 


Meanwhile, 487 Hmong hillstribesmen operating in the communists’ zones 1 and 
2 reportedly surrendered to the authorities yesterday. Both zones were 
captured by the government last year. 


CSO: 4200/4115 
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THAILAND 


ASEAN SOURCES CONCERNED OVER HAWKE'S SRV POLICY 
BKO70206 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 7 Mar 83 p l 


[Text] Diplomatic observers within ASEAN yesterday expressed concern that 
the Hawke government's declared aim of resuming aid to Vietnam and unwill- 
ingness to recognise the Democratic Kampuchean coalition government could 
prove an irritant to relations. 


The observers noted that while no direct support for the Heng Samrin regime 
was contemplated, the resumption of aid to Vietnam would ease its dependence 


on the Soviet Union. 


They also expressed concern over the Hawke government's declared policy of 
voting in the UN for a rejection of the credentials of the Democratic 
Kampuchean Government with the aim of leaving the Kampuchean seat vacant. 


The Australian Labour Party's foreign affairs spokesman, Bill Hayden, has 
gone on record as saying that a Hawke administration would encourage other 
Western countries to join Australia in resuming aid to Vietnam. 


France decided to resume economic assistance to Vietnam last year and the 
observers noted that a similar Australian move would seriously weaken 
efforts to force concessions from Vietnam over the Kampuchean issue by 
imposing an “economic aid blockade." 


ASEAN sources commented last night that any resumption of aid by Australia 
would hand Hanoi a major political victory and make it even more difficult 
to obtain the withdrawal of Vietnamese occupation forces from Kampuchea. 





THAILAND 


PAPER SAYS ATHIT OPPONENTS TRYING TO USE HAN 
BKU50520 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 5 Mar 83 p 4 
[Article by Khammun Sitthisaman: "Han in Limelight, But Biding His Time"’] 


[Text] There was a time when Lt-Gen Han Linanon was at the forefront of 
a group of army men who were eager to put their new political ideas into 


action. 


But his disassociation from the group, the subsequent formulation of his 
own ideas and his recent role in politics means that all eyes will now 
focus on every move made by the commander of the Fourth Army Region. 


The army officers with which he once associated himself hold a strong and 
deep conviction that all the country's problems could be solved if some- 
thing were done first to change the country’s "political system"--from what 
they describe as the current system of "dictatorship" to a "democratic 
system."’ In short, there must be, again according to their description, a 


“democratic coup d'etat." 


Maj-Gen Chaowalit Yongchaiyut, an assistant army chief-of-staff, is believed 
to be one of the leading lights of the group. 


Between October 1978 and April 1981 the group, with Gen Chaowalit and Gen 
Han in the forefront, expounded its political philosophy to the general 
public a dozen times in the form of “announcements from the democratic 
soldiers." It was also an important force behind the formulation and the 
issuance of the prime minister's orders No. 66/2523 and No. 65/2525. 


But for Gen Han all this is now in the past. Today he is poles apart from 
the group. Although he still has faith in their idea of a “democratic coup 
d'etat” and in the two prime minister's orders, his interpretation is very 


different. 


A significant factor that has brought about his "break" from the group con- 
cerns Gen Athit Kamlang-ek. 


The two men were once close friends. But events since October last year 
have changed all that. Cracks in their bond of friendship began to show up 


which steadily became wider and wider. 
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Gen Han is believed to have been convinced that the post of army chief-of- 
staff would become his in the annual promotions last October. According to 
his line of thinking, the occupation of such a position would have given 
him the opportunity to carry out order 66/2523 across the whole country, 
rather than just in the south which was, and still is, the region under his 


direct responsibility. 


But things did not turn out the way he had expected. And after a careful 
evaluation of the final list of promotions in the army, Gen Han began to 
realise that Gen Athit was still attached to a conservative way of thinking, 
to the point that it made him unsuitable to be the central figure for the 
Success of the “democratic coup d'etat." 


As a result, the commander of the Fourth Army Region began steering himself 
away from the group he once associated with. 


The split has become more clear during the constitutional amendment debate. 


Gen Athit's announcement on January 20, on the need for constitutional 
amendments, included many of the ideas of the "democratic" soldiers. They 
regarded this event as their most important victory. The only obstacle to 
their dream of a "democratic coup d'etat" was the political parties, in 
particular the leader of the Social Action Party [SAP], M.R. Khukrit Pramot. 


They see Thai society as being governed by a system of dictatorship. Parlia- 
ment and elections are only the “methods” of democratic rule, they argue, 
while the political parties are nothing more than the representatives of the 
monopolistic capitalists. By leaving the constitution as it is, these 
parties--and consequently their capitalist masters--gain more power, put- 
ting Parliament firmly in the hands of "dictatorship." 
Although the push for the constitutional amendments may not be a direct 
route towards a "democratic coup d'etat," they believe, it is at least 

| | for it and at the same time weakening the grip of dictator- 
ship. So ficers have been doing everything they could to support the 
amendments, led by Gen Chaowalit, Maj-Gen Rawi Wanphen and Col Prasit 
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yen Han, however, does not accept that the political parties are the 
representatives of capitalists or of a dictatorial system of government. 

He savs they are essential to the development of democracy. 

These ideas have attracted criticism from his army friends, who accuse him 
of moving away from the principles he once held. They attribute this change 


a4 


to antipathy towards Gen Athit. 

anatever the reasons, the Fourth Army Region commander is becoming more and 
more involved in politics. Contacts between himself and the southern MPs 
from Doth the SAP and the Democratic Party have become more frequent, with 
democratic members even going so far as to offer him the leadership of their 
part is relationship with M.R&. Khukrit has also become closer, due 
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largely to Maj Pathompnhong Kesonsuk, an officer attached to the Fourth 
Army chief-of-staff's office. 


Sources in the SAP and the Democrat Party say that either may offer Gen Han 
a ministerial job, possibly as interior minister, after the general elec- 
tion. An army officer close to Gen Han also confirms that the commander 

of the Fourth Army Region's next career will be in politics, whether in 
army uniform or out of it. 


Meanwhile, Gen Han is moving into closer association with Supreme Com- 
mander Gen Saiyut Koetphon, who has been giving "special" cooperation to 
the Fourth Army Region. 


Given the current political situation, the role of Gen Han is being used by 
those political groupings that are in opposition to Gen Athit. The great 
show in the handing of a letter to Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon by a 
group of southern MPs is one good example of this. The leader of the SAP 
himself once praised the Fourth Army Region commander in an article pub- 
lished by SIAM RAT. M.R. Khukrit even went as far as presenting a copy 

of the edition containing the article to the prime minister in person. 


The attempt to use Gen Han as a foil for Gen Athit within the army may not 
prove a success, however. The fact is that most officers under Gen Han's 
command at the Fourth Army Region have strong links with Gen Chaowalit and 
the group of "democratic" soldiers. They disagree with the recent role of 
their commander who, in their eyes, has been acting out of personal 
antipathy towards Gen Athit. Much of that feeling, they say, stems from 

a person who was close to him in the recent past. 


Only those officers attached to his chief-of-staff's office are fully in 
support of Gen Han. 


In the present situation of political conflict, observers will be viewing 
the role of the commander of the Fourth Army Region with the greatest of 
interest. 
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ATHIT RESPONDS TO CRITICISM OF SPECIAL FORCE 
BKO50400 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 5 Mar 83 p l 


[Excerpt] Army Commander-in-Chief Gen Athit Kamlang-ek yesterday announced 
that he would dissolve the controversial 123 Special Force if the public 


wanted it. 


"It is very easy to dissolve the special force if the people do not want 
it,” he said. 


His statement follows widespread criticism in the press that the special 
force's work overlapped police duties. 


Gen Athit said the force was established to serve the people but in spite 
of hard work it was still being criticised in the press. 


He charged columnists responsible with destructive criticism, saying they 
did nothing to highlight the force's good work. 


According to the general, not only was the public satisfied with the force 
but the police were happy, too. "The police chief (Gen Narong Mahanon) is 


also satisfied," he said. 


Asked to comment on rumours of a land deal, Gen Athit said, “Is it wrong for 
me to buv land in Korat with money received from selling my land in Lat 


Phrao.” 


He said this practice was not unusual but he was just being targetted for 
criticism. 


Meanwhile, at a doctors’ meeting Gen Athit chaired yesterday afternoon at 
the Ramathibodi Hospital, he was asked for his reaction if the constitu- 
tional amendment draft bill failed its final reading. 


Gen Athit countered with another question, asking them if they would pursue 
an idea or principle in the face of strong obstruction and criticism. 


Yesterday morning, Gen Athit Kamlang-ek also presided over celebrations to 
mark the founding day of the National Defence Volunteers at the Royal Plaza. 
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GENERAL SAIYUT SPEAKS ON URBAN SECURITY 
BK251639 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 25 Feb 83 p l 


[Text] Armed Forces Supreme Commander Gen Saiyut Koetphon yesterday criti- 
cised the urban security system, saying that it was inadequate to cope with 


an emergency. 


A weakness in the system was its improper and confusing management, Gen 
Saiyut said during a speech on “urban security" to the Government Scholar- 
ship Students Association at the Dusit Thani Hotel. 


A committee had been set up to determine whether Bangkok needed a new 
security system, he said and called for cooperation between civil offi- 
cials, police, the military and the public to help tackle urban insurgency 


and disturbances. 


He praised the concept of the nacional development volunteer villages set 
up by the National Security Command Headquarters in the provinces. The 
villages have formed committees, authorised by the local administration, 


which deal with security and cleanliness. 


Gen Saiyut said that the crisis management centre set up recently by the 
Supreme Command Headquarters to cope with unplanned disturbances before and 
after the forthcoming general elections was one form of urban security 


management. 


He said it was essential that the Internal Peacekeeping Act (1977) be fully 
implemented if the anti-communist law was abrogated and the new urban 
security system was set up. 


The act gives the supreme commander absolute power to give orders to all 
military forces and civilian organisations in matters involving national 


security. 


Asked how the new system would cope with a coup d’etat, Gen Saiyut doubted 
whether anyone would dare stage one at the moment without public support. 


He also expressed concern at the conflict between government officials and 
politicians and suggested that this disunity could be overcome by a law 
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or regulation which laid out the responsibilities and authority of each 
group. 


Asked about a report that a political party had received funds from 
abroad, Gen Saiyut said he believed that the person who had disclosed this 
information had reconsidered what he had said. 


Gen Saiyut said he believed that the money concerned invoived a business 
transaction and he did not think that anyone would dare get money from 
abroad to destroy the nation. 
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STUDENTS PLAN NATIONWIDE ANTIAMENDMENT CAMPAIGN 
BKO10219 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 1 Mar 83 pp l, 3 


[Text] Leaders of 14 university student unions agreed yesterday to stage 
a nationwide campaign to oppose the proposed constitutional amendment. 


Ramkhamhaeng University student leader Thepthai Senaphong said after a 
five hour meeting of various student groups at the university yesterday 
that the campaign will be conducted by students from 22 universities in 


Bangkok and the provinces. 


Ic will aim, he said, at informing people about the constitution and 
explaining the students’ opposition to attempts to amend it. 


According to Thepthai, more than 40,000 postcards will be distributed 
within the next few days to people around the country asking them to give 
their opinions on the proposed amendment. 


People will be asked to return the postcards to the Federation of 
Democracy, a new group opposing the amendment, and the results of the sur- 
vey will be made known to MPs next week before the third reading of the 


amendment bill, he said. 


Thepthai said the campaign against the amendment will kick off in Bangkok 
today with a panel discussion organised by students of the social science 
faculty of Kasetsat University. Other discussions will be held by the 14 
students unions at Thammasat University tomorrow and by the Ramkhamhaeng 


Lecturers Council on Thursday. 


Students in the provinces, he said, will explain to local people the 
issues involved in the amendment debate as well as explain the students’ 


viewpoint on it. 


Posters opposing the charter changes will also be put up in towns and 
villages, he added. 


The students also agreed yesterday that four major universities around the 
country--Chiang Mai, Khon Kaen, Si Nakkharinwirot University in Bang Saen 
and Prince Songkhla University in Pattani--should act as regional centres 
to coordinate the campaign opposing the amendment. 
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Thepthai promised that the students will adopt “tough measures” between 
March 11 and 16 to convince MPs to vote against the third reading of the 
Siam Democratic Party's draft bill to amend the constitution. 


He said that the 14 university students unions will hold another meeting 
on March 12 at Chulalongkon University to discuss the progress of their 
opposition campaign. 


Yesterday's meeting was attended by student leaders from the Universities 
of Ramkhamhaeng, Chiang Mai, Chulalongkon, Kasetsat, Mahidon, Thammasat, 
Prince of Songkhla and Si Nakkharinwirot. Also attending were student 
leaders from the King Mongkut Institute of Technology and the Southern 
Students Federation. 


Meanwhile the Federation for Democracy yesterday submitted a statement to 
Parliament's Secretary-General Maj-Gen Krawi Suthat Na Ayudhya expressing 
their support only for the proposal to change the voting system in the 
June 12 general election. 


The federation also asked MPs to oppose the SDP draft bill and to only 
accept the draft bill proposed by the Social Action Party which has not 


yet been debated by Parliament. 
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PARTIES TO AIR VIEWS ON TV BEGINNING 3 APR 
BKC31011 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 3 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Army Television Channels Five and Seven will start their "Meet the 
Political Parties" Sunday programme on April 3, First Army Region Chief of 
Staff Maj-Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun announced yesterday. 


After a second meeting chaired by representatives of the 14 registered 
political parties--Prachakon Thai and Pracharat did not attend--Maj-Gen 
Wanchai said it was decided that each of the 14 parties will be given 30 


minutes to air their party policies. 


Mr Witsanu Khruangam has been appointed as their moderator and each party 
should present its leader on the programme or an authorised representative, 


he said. 


All programmes will be pre-recorded to avoid any errors and the party 
leader's speech will not be censored, so television viewers will be able 
to understand each party's policy and this should help them decide who to 


vote for, Maj-Gen Wanchai said. 


He said there was still time and any other political party wishing to join 
the programme should register its name by March 29. 


"Meet the Political Parties” programme will end on May 22 and on the Sunday 
after that the director of the local administration department will appear 
to clarify details of the election day, Maj-Gen Wanchai said. 


The 14 political parties that will appear on television are: Social Action, 
National Democratic, Chat Thai, Prachaseri, Saha Chat, Siam Democratic, 
Liberal, Democrat, Puangchon Chaothai, Labour Democratic, Socialist 
Democrat, New Force, Prachakon Thai and Pracharat. 
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CPT OPERATIONAL ZONES IN NORTHEAST MERGED 
BKO40512 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 4 Mar 83 p 3 


[Article by Thiraphong Phantharangsi ] 


[Text] Mass surrenders of communist insurgents so weakened the Communist 
Party of Thailand (CPT) in the northeast that the party's operational 
zones in the upper and lower parts of the region have been merged, an 
informed intelligence source disclosed yesterday. 


The source told the BANGKOK POST that Winai Phoemphunsap, a Politburo 
member and the secretary general of the lower operational zone, was 
elected chairman of the merged northeast zone. 


The source said the secretary general of the upper operational zone, 
Prachuap Ruang-rat, alias Comrade Siam, was one of the candidates for the 
leadership of the newly-formed zone, but failed to get the job supposedly 
because he was too old. 


Comrade Siam was transferred to the party headquarters in Surat Thani 
Province. 


According to the source, the headquarters of the new northeast zone is 
located in a dense jungle in Nakhon Phanom Province. The location is 
considered of highest strategic value to the CPT in the northeast. 


The zone is believed to have about 300 armed insurgents under its command, 
the latest intelligence report said. 


Winai, 52, was elected CPT'’s Central Committee member during the third 
party congress and was elected a Politburo member during the fourth con- 


gress last April. 


He reportedly resigned from the Politburo job once after he failed to urge 
party members to hold the fifth party congress. 


After his proposal was rejected, the new-generation members pushed him to 
set up a breakaway movement, but he declined to do so, the source said. 
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PAPER SEES NONALIGNED IN CRUCIAL PERIOD 
BKO40404 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 4 Mar 83 p 4 
Editorial: "A Chance To Prove Nonalignment"™] 


Text} The Non-Aligned Movement is going through its most crucial period. 
At the summit conference, opening in New Delhi Monday, it can lose its 
Original goal and identity or have it restored. When the meeting ends the 
members may wish to continue to refer to themselves as "non-aligne ‘ “ut it 
is the people of the world who will be the final judge of that. 


After the 1979 non-aligned summit in Havana, Burma, one of the founders 
of the movement and undoubtedly the most thoroughly dedicated non-aligned 
nation, felt that it could no longer be connected with the movement 
because the objectivity has been lost. There was good reason for the 


sentiment. 


The Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
made hardly any impact on the Non-Aligned Movement. There is an abject 
hypocrisy in the attitude of those countries that are all too ready to 
denounce the United States and the European countries for imperialisn, 
although no such imperialism has taken place since the Second World War. 

In any case, the post-war independence struggles put an end to existing 
western colonialism. 


when the Vietnamese forces moved into Kampuchea and the Russians into 
Afghanistan, the so-called non-aligned countries failed to raise a warning 
finger cr cpenly denounce them. They even appeared willing to accept the 
excuses of the aggressors without question. They even went so far as to 
make the Kampuchean seat empty, although the Phnom Penh regime of Heng 
Samrin had been set up by the Vietnamese using force of arms against the 
Kampuchean people, and the Khmers are resisting the aggression through the 
Democratic Kampuchean coalition government. 


It is indeed a great pity to see what is this happening to the "non-aligned 
movement. To all intents and purposes it is serving the Soviet bloc's aims. 
Vietnam is part of CAMECON. It is not surprising that such developments 
took place in Havana since it is well known where Cuba stands in its 


international position. 
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India, where this year's summit is to be held cannot be said to be "non- 
aligned," at least not in the way that the late, great Indian leader, 

Mr Jawarharlal Nehru, meant by the term. It has a friendship pact with 
Russia which makes it practically an ally of Moscow and this tie has been 
tightened with Soviet military and economic assistance. It is no wonder 
that, although the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan could eventually threaten 
India's own security, New Delhi chooses to greatly "underplay" the affair. 
It is also no wonder that the Indian Government is the only Asian govern- 
ment--outside the communists--which has recognised the Vietnamese-installed 
puppet regime of Heng Samrin in Kampuchea. 


We will have to wait and see whether India's leadership will wake up to 

its responsibilities in the "non-aligned" movement and remind itself of the 
ideals and motives of the founders so that instead of keeping up its pro- 
Soviet stance to please Moscow it will decide in favour of true and active 
neutrality. India's refusal to invite Prince Norodom Sihanouk, one of the 
movement's founders, to the meeting is a discouraging sign of that country's 
attitude. 


we can only hope that courage, common sense and statesmanship will prevail 
to save the Non-Aligned Movement from itself. 
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DEMOCRAT MP"S AGAINST AMENDMENT--All 30 Democrat members of Parliament 
would vote against the constitutional amendment draft at its third reading, 
party leader Phichai Rattakun announced yesterday. Mr Phichai said that 
his party would stick to its resolution which reflects the wish of the 
public. The party was aware that it may lose the vote and that it might 
lose one of its MPs, he said. Democrat MP Chalat Worachat of Trat has 
vowed to kill himself if the draft was passed. Mr Phichai said the amend- 
ment violates the intention of King Rama VII who wished to give his power 
to the people and not to a small group of people. [Text] [BK050404 Bangkok 
BANGKOK POST in English 5 Mar 83 p 20] 


SOUTH CPT LEADER SURRENDERS--A communist leader in the south surrendered to 
Phattalung provincial authorities yesterday evening, police reported. 
Police said the defector, Suphong On-Ruang or Comrade Rung, 46, was known 
as the "brains" of the CPT, next in importance to Sin Toemlin. Suphon, 

who operated in the jungles of Huai Yot District of Trang, reportedly said 
that he left the CPT because he wanted to enter politics. [Text] [BK110546 
Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 1l Mar 83 p 1] 


BRN BANDIT LEADER SURRENDERS--A notorious bandit leader attached to the 
Barisan Revolution National [BRN] surrendered to authorities in Yala 
yesterday. According to police, Dolo Bupli, 30, surrendered following a 
Fourth Army Region operation aimed at suppressing communists in five 
southern provinces. Dolo, who lived at Tambon Kongpinang in Yala's Muang 
District before ie joined the BRN 12 years ago, had been hunted for 

several years and the government allocated a one million baht budget for 
nis capture. He surrendered to Police Superintendent Pol Col S8unphen 
Bamphenbun and also handed over BRN propaganda and an M16 assault rifle. 
Dolo said he surrendered because military suppression drives had cut off 
nis supply of food and ammunition. Police said Dolo was a notorious bandit 
leader who operated in the jungles of Yala, Narathiwat and Pattani Provinces. 
They said his faction of the BRN survived by staging highway robberies and 
kidnappings and collecting protection money from rubber planters. [Text] 
-BK160715 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 16 Mar 83 p 2] 
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